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«Yenosex donocen cmamo yenosexom. He oxomnuxom, a
MYOPbIM XO3SAUHOM NIAHENDBL. ... OMHOCUMbCSL K Hell KaK
K CY8EPEHHOMY HCUBOMY CYUIECBY. »

A. B. f6moxoB

®dayna mopckux miexonutaronmx (MM) Poccnn nacum-
ThIBaeT OKOJIO 50 BUJIOB JKMBOTHBIX M3 JIBYX OOJBIIUX
otpsnoB — kutooOpasubie (Order Cetacea) W XUIIHBIC
(Order Carnivora), KOTOpble OOUTAIOT B POCCHICKHUX BO-
JlaX KPYIJIOTOJMYHO WJIM CE30HHO, JIMOO OTMEYaloTCsI BO
BpeMs 3ax0/10B. B 1ienom dayna Poccun HacunThiBaeT 60-
nee 1/3 mupoBoii dpaynst MM.

Hacrostuit cOOpHUK COAECPIKUT PACIIMPEHHBIC MaTepH-
aJbl, IPEACTAaBICHHBIC Ha IOOMICHHOM, TEeCATOH MEXIy-
HapomHOH KoH(pepeHIH «MOpCKHEe MIICKOIMHUTAIONIHIE
lomapkTrkmy», MOCBAMIEHHON MaMsITH Tpodeccopa AJek-
cess BrnaguvupoBuda fI610k0Ba. YX0x 3TOTO HYenoOBEKa B
Hcropuio MOABOAUT UTOT JUIMTEIBHOTO IMEPHOJA AKTHB-
HBIX, HO cJa00 3aJ0KyMEHTHPOBAaHHBIX MCCIIEIOBAHUN
MOPCKHMX MilekonuTamux B Poccun. Mcropus uzyuenus
MM paccestHa TOHKHM CJI0eM HH(POPMAIIH B HAYIHBIX ITy-
OnMKaIMAX, JUIMHHOM IepedHe (haMUIni NccIe0BaTeNeH,
B PEHCOBBIX M SKCTICANIIMOHHBIX OTUYETaX, a OOJIbIIE BCETO
- B OECUNCIICHHOM KOJIMYECTBE PACCKA30B KOJUIET-HCCIIE10-
BareJieil, KOTOPBIX € KaX/IbIM FOJJOM CTAHOBUTCS BCE MEHb-
nie ¥ MeHblIe. B mpeuiaraemoii ctarbe caelaHa MornbITKa
B 00IIMX YepTax M3JIOKUTH UCTOPHIO MccaenoBanuii MM
U BBIJICITUTH OCHOBHBIX YYaCTHUKOB OOJBIION pabOThI: 3TO
WHCTUTYTHI, MPUPOJOOXPAHHBIC OPraHMU3aIMM, TOCYHap-
CTBEHHBIE CTPYKTYPBI, CBI3aHHBIC C U3yUCHHUEM, OXPaHOMH,
UCTIONb30BaHHEM MM, NPHHATHEM MPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX
PELICHUH, 1 JINIIb MOBEPXHOCTHO Ha3BaTh MMEHA OTIEIIb-
HBIX HCCIIEI0OBaTeei, MOCBATUBIINX CBOIO JKH3Hb 3THM
YAWBUTEIBHBIM KHMBOTHBIM. JTa CTaThsl HU B KOCH Mepe

“Humans should evolve to become humans.
Not a hunter, but a wise owner of the planet. ...
To treat her as an independent live creature. *

A.V. Yablokov

The marine mammal fauna of Russia includes about
50 species from two large Orders — Order Cetacea
and Order Carnivora and represents about one third
of all the marine mammal species in the world. They
live in Russian waters all or most of their life or can
be observed during regular seasonal migrations or
rare visits.

This compilation contains information that was
presented at the 10th International Conference
“Marine Mammals of the Holarctic”, dedicated
to the memory of Aleksey Vladimirovich Yablokov.
The passage of this man into history brings to an end
a long period of marine mammal studies in Russia,
which in itself is completely under-studied. The
history of Russian marine mammal research is spread
in a thin layer of information in scientific publications,
a long list of researchers, field reports and most of all,
endless number of stories from scientific colleagues,
whose numbers are decreasing every year. In the
current article a limited attempt is made to cover in
broad terms the scale of work that was conducted
and to highlight the main participants of this large
effort. I also include the institutes and organizations
associated with marine mammal studies, and some
important decisions made by the government during
that period. Here I can only touch the surface by
naming people who dedicated their life to marine
mammals and the importance of some the research
they conducted. This article in no way purports to
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HE TIPETCHIYeT Ha W3JIOKEHHE BCEH HMCTOPUU H3YUYCHHS
MM B Takom orpomHoM peruone l'onapkruku kak Poccus.

* % %

Oburatomme Ha moOepexbe A3WU a0OPHUTEHBI HCIOJb-
30Bami MM c He3amaMSATHBIX BPEMEH, pa3inyald HX
BUJBI I UIMENH XOpollee MPeACcTaBICHne 00 o0umx dep-
Tax OMONOTHH, SKOJOTMU M moBeneHus. Ho »Tu 3HaHUA
HE SIBISUTNCH UCTUHHO HAyYHBIMH B TOM 3HA4EHHUH, Kak
MBI TIOHUMaeM 3T0 ceifyac. OHHM TepenaBanuch U3 IO-
KOJICHHS B TTOKOJICHHE TOJBKO BHYTPH CBOETO poja M HE
ObUIM CcHCTEMaTH3UPOBaHBl. (DAKTUYECKH 10 CEPeAUHBI
XVIII Beka kakux-mu60 paboT ¢ AeTaIbHBIM OMHCAHUEM
BUJIOB WJTH 0OCOOCHHOCTEH Ononorun MM He Ob110. Bepo-
STHO, HayasioM u3ydeHuss MM B Poccuu cienyer cuurarb
W3aHue TpyJda ydacTHuka 2-i Kamyarckoil skcnenuimu
Harypanucta ['eopra Crennepa «O MOPCKUX JKUBOTHBIX)»
De bestiis marinis (Steller, 1751), onyOnukoBaHHOTO B
Bectauke Poccuiickoii Axagemun Hayk Ha JaTHHCKOM
a3b1ke. PaKTHUECKU 3TO MepBas Hay4yHas paboTa, CBOEro
pona MoHoTrpadus TOro BPEMEHH, B KOTOPOMl MOIPOOHO
OMHCAHBl YETHIPE HOBBIX ISl €BPOICHCKON Hayku BHAa
MM — mopckas kopoBa Crennepa (Hydrodamalis gigas),
Mopckoit ieB Cremiepa wim cuByd (Eumetopias jubatus),
ceBepHbIll Mopckoii kKoTuk (Callorhinus ursinus) u xanax
(Enhydra lutris). Ha nmpoTspKeHHM TIOYTH MTOyTOpa Moce-
JYIOIIMX BEKOB HccnenoBanuss MM Poccun Hocunu oTpel-
BUCTBIN (ayHHCTHUECKUH Xapakrep. OHHM BBIIOIHAIHCH
MOITyTHO BO BpPEMS Pa3IMYHBIX SKCIETUINN, CHapspKae-
MbIX VMmepaTopoM M NpaBUTENbCTBOM. PaGoOTHI 3aKitro-
YaJIUCh B ONMMCAHUM BUIOB, YTOUHECHUH UX CHCTEMATHKH,
W3II0KEHUH OOIINX CBEJICHUI O OMOJIOTHH U PacTpoCTpa-
HeHnd. IlomydeHHble cBeeHUs MyOIMKOBAINCh B KCIIE-
TUITMOHHBIX oTueTax. MHpopmarus o MM He Obliia B HUX
TJIABHOH M, KaK MPaBHJIO, paccesHa B 0ObEMHCTBIX TEKCTAaX
B BHJC OT/AEIBHBIX CTPOK WM ab3areB. [loaTomy mownck
cBefieHu 0 MM, oTHOCALIUXCSL K 3TOMY UCTOPHUUECKOMY
MIEPUOTY, SIBISETCS MPOIIECCOM TPYAOEMKUM, TPEOYIOTIM
3HAYUTENIBHBIX YCHJINH, HACTOIUMBOCTH M 3aTpar BpeMe-
HU. BONBIIMHCTBY COBpeMEHHBIX HccienoBareneid MM
9Ta nHpOPMALUSI HEM3BECTHA U MAJIOAOCTYIIHA, a €CIH U
M3BECTHA, TO, KaK MPAaBHJIO, HE U3 EPBOMCTOYHHUKOB.

K nauany XX Beka BugoBoit cocraB MM B Bogax Poccuii-
ckoit iMmepnu OBLT M3y4YCH U ONHCAH B OONBIICH cTere-
HU. WITOT HCCcnenoBaHmii 1O JTACTOHOTUM OBLIT ITOJBEICH B
oboOrmatomieit pabore Hecropa AnexcanmpoBuda Cmup-
HOBa I10 MaJICApKTHYECKUM TIONCHSIM «OUepK pPyCcCKUX
JacToHOTHX», m3naHHoi B 1908 r. B Cankt-IletepOypre
(CvmupnoB, 1908). B He#l mpuBOIUTCS CHICTEMAaTHIECKOE
OIMCAaHUE U KpaTKue 4epThl Onoaornu 16 BUIOB JIACTOHO-
Tux, oonTaronmx B Bogax Poccnn. dayna kntooOpa3HbIX

represent the full coverage of the history of marine
mammal studies in such a large region of the Holarctic
as Russia. Here I have tried to summarize information
I found from different sources, to report on some
studies in which I have participated, and to share the
information collected through the years from friends
and colleagues that study marine mammals in Russia
and their efforts to protect them.

k sk sk

Native people inhabiting the coast of Asia have utilized
marine mammals since prehistoric times and had a
working knowledge of their behavior and seasonal
distribution. They were able to distinguish different
species and overall had a good understanding of their
basic biology. This knowledge was not truly scientific
as we understand it, but the information was passed
from generation to generation within the tribe and was
not systematic. There were no dedicated studies or
descriptions of marine mammals or their biology until
the middle of the 18th century. We generally mark the
beginning of marine mammal studies in Russia with
the publication of “De bestiis marinis” (Steller, 1751)
by Georg Wilhelm Steller, a report of his studies as
naturalist on the Second Kamchatka Expedition. This
work was published in the Messenger of the Russian
Academy of Science in Latin. It is the first scientific
research, and the first real monograph of importance
in Russian marine mammal science. It includes
detailed descriptions of four new (to European
science) species of marine mammals: the Steller sea
cow (Hydrodamalis gigas), Steller sea lion (Eumeto-
pias jubatus), northern fur seal (Callorhinus ursinus)
and sea otter (Enhydra lutris). During the following
hundred and fifty years marine mammal science in
Russia was mostly an opportunistic description of the
fauna. The information was collected occasionally
during expeditions organized by the Emperor’s
government. Most of the work included improved
description of species, systematics, and an overview
of the primary biology and distribution in the region
concerned. This information was then published in
expedition reports. The data on marine mammals
were not the important part of such reports and were
usually spread across a large volume of text in the
form of a few lines or paragraphs. Thus the search for
information on marine mammals during this period is
a labor-intensive process, requiring significant effort,
time and patience. Presently most marine mammal
scientists lack the required access and have little or
no knowledge of these data. If any of that information
is known it is usually from a secondary source.
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OBLTa M3y4YeHA 3HAYUTEIBHO XyKe U 0000IIAIOIINX Ty OITH-
Kaluil o HuUM, MogoOHBIX padore CMUpPHOBA, K Hayaly
XX Beka He ObIII0.

Yro ke MHULMUPOBAJIO U SIBIBLIOCH ABMXKYIIEH CUIION HC-
cienoBannii MM B Poccun B XVIII-XIX BB.? D10 ObLIA
snoxa Benmukux reorpadMuecKux OTKPBITHIL, TOMCKA rpa-
Hul MMmnepuu v NpUCOEAUHEHUs K HEU paHee HE U3Be-
JIAHHBIX M HUKOMY HE MPUHAMJICKABIIMX 3€Melb. Jmoxa
OIMCAaHMsl JIUKOBUHHBIX, U, B IIEPBYIO OY€pElb, LIEHHBIX
JIJIsL TOCYIapEBOW Ka3Hbl )KMBOTHBIX, TAKUX KaK CEBEPHBIN
MOPCKOM KOTHK, KajlaH, MOPXK, & TAKXKE KUBOTHBIX, UIPa-
IOIIMX BaXXHYIO POJIb B )KU3HU a0OPUIEHHOTO HACEJICHHS.
B cocraB MHOrMx 3KCHEQULMN BKJIIOYAJIU IITATHOIO HA-
TypanucTta. B ero o0s3aHHOCTH BXOIMII cOOp CBEACHUH O
JKUBOTHBIX U PACTEHUSAX, KOTOPbIE BCTPEUAIMCh HA IIyTH.
Kak Bo BpeMs sKkcneuuuii, Tak ¥ cpa3y Mocie HUX BHOBb
OTKpBIThIE LIEHHbIE BUIbI MM HEMEUIEHHO BOBJIEKAIUCH
B XO3SICTBEHHBIN 000POT — HAUYMHAJICS WX MPOMBICEIN, a
MECTHOE HaceJIeHHWe 00Jarajioch HaJoroM B BUJAE ILIKYD,
«pbIObero 3yba» WM ApYrod HEHHOW IJISi TOrO BPEMEHU
HPOAYKIIMH.

IIpombicen MM HuKak He perynupoBalics U, KaK MPaBuio,
BeJICS XUIHIYeCKH. OueHb OBICTPO 3aachl IEHHBIX BUJOB
HCTOILIAJICH, JOObIYa CTAaHOBMJIACH HEBBITOJHOW M JHMOO
3aTyxaja JI0 TOro BPEMEHH, KOT/a 3alackl CHOBA BOCCTa-
HaBIIMBAJINCH, JIMOO IO TOCYJapeBy yKa3y JAenaics 3amycK
— 3ampeT MPOMbICTA AJIsl BOCCTAHOBIICHUS! YHCIEHHOCTH.
[Ipnunnoil nerpaganuu nomyssinuii MM ygaine Bcero siB-
JIsICsL HeyMepeHHbIH npombliced. [locne ero npekparienus
yepe3 KaKoe-TO BPeMsi, 0OBIMHO HE OYEHb MPOIOIIKNUTEIb-
HOE, YNCIICHHOCTh ’KMBOTHBIX BOCCTaHABINBAIACh. TONBKO
onuH Bu1 MM B Poccuu ncue3 B 3TOT UCTOPUUECKUH T1e-
PHOJ BPEMEHH B PE3yNbTaTe XUITHNIECKOTO HCTPEOICHNS
— 910 MOpckas koposa Cremnepa. Bua Obu1 onmcan ['eop-
rom Cremrepom B 1741 1, a gepe3 27 et Mopckasi KOpoBa
OBLTa TOTHOCTRIO YHIUTOXKEHA (Stejneger, 1887).

B nHauane XX Beka B CBSI3M C 3aCEICHHEM M DKOHOMUYE-
CKHM pa3BUTHEM OKpanH Poccuu 00beMbl mpombiciia MM
Hayajau pacTu. DTOT MEPUOJ Pa3BUTHSI CTPAHBI COBIAIAET
¢ obpazoBanneM CCCP u BHeIpeHHEM B YIpaBICHHUE XO-
35IICTBOM CTpaHbI TOCYAApCTBEHHON IJIAHOBON YKOHOMH-
KU, OCHOBAaHHOU Ha MapajurMe MoKOPeHUs MPUPO/IbIL.

[Tocne IlepBoit MUPOBOW BOMHBI, COLIMAIIUCTUYECKON pe-
BOJIIOLIMM, IJUTEIBHON TpakJaHCKOM BOWHBI B Poccum
[apuT paspyxa u roiaoxa. s pemeHust mpoOieMsl IPoIo-
BOJILCTBHS B CTpaHE BO3ZHHKAET OCTpas HEOOXOAUMOCTh B
OpraHu3aIid MOPCKOTO PHIOOJIOBCTBA, M, KaK €ro pa3Ho-
BHJIHOCTH, ITPOMBICIIa MOPCKUX MilekonuTaromux. CTpaHa
nMeeT Oorareiimme MpUPOTHBIE PECypChl, HO 3HAYUTEIh-
Has UX 4acTh HE pa3BeiaHa 1 He u3y4eHa. [lostomy B cepe-

By the beginning of the 20th century the marine
mammal fauna in the Russian Empire was mostly
studied and described. The results of pinniped studies
were summarized by Nestor Alexandrovich Smirnov
in his summary of palearctic seals, “Review of
Russian seals”, published in 1908 in St-Petersburg
(Smirnov, 1908). This book contains systematics
and brief biological descriptions of the 16 species
of pinnipeds inhabiting Russian waters. By the
beginning of the 20th century, studies of cetacean
fauna in the same geographic areas were lacking and
there was no review similar to Smirnov’s on Russian
cetaceans at the time.

What was the start and moving force in marine
mammal science in Russia during the 18th and 19th
centuries? This was a time of great geographical
discoveries, a search for the boundaries of the Empire
and annexation of the newly discovered territories
that were not owned by anyone. This was a period
of discovery of new and strange animals that, more
importantly, were valuable for the sovereign’s
treasury. Such discoveries included the northern
fur seal, sea otter and walrus, all of which were an
important part of life for native people. As the search
for new wealth and land expanded, most expeditions
included a naturalist whose responsibility was to
collect information on plants and animals. During
the expedition and immediately afterwards, newly
discovered valuable marine mammal species were
subjected to economic use: hunting began, and the
local native population was taxed to provide skins,
fish teeth or other valuable commodities.

The marine mammal hunts were not regulated in any
way and were usually unsustainable. Very quickly the
reserves of valuable species were depleted and the
hunt became unprofitable. In such case the catches
either declined until abundance was restored, or when
an order from the Tsar imposed a ban on catches to
restore the numbers. The reason for the population
depletion was obvious: unlimited hunting. Once the
killing ceased, the populations usually recovered
fairly quickly. Only one species of marine mammal
disappeared in Russia during that time because of
over hunting — the Steller sea cow. This species
was described by Georg Steller in 1741, was rapidly
decimated and 27 years later was extinct (Stejneger,
1887).

In the beginning of the 20th century, together with
population expansion and economic growth in the
far reaches of Russia, the hunt of marine mammals
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nuHe 20-x - Hadane 30-x rr. COBETCKUM MPaBUTEIBCTBOM
OPTraHU3YIOTCS KPYITHBIC HAyYHO-TIPOMBICTIOBEIC SKCIICIU-
uH 1o c6opy WH(GOPMALIUU O COCTOSHUH CHIPEBON 0a3bl
JUTSA TIAIIEBOH MpoMbIIUIeHHOCTH - CeBepHast, JlanbpHeBo-
ctouHas, baiikanbpckas u p. Momozple SHTY3HACTHI-0HO-
JIOTH HANpaBIAIOTCA B OTHAJICHHBIC W MAalIOM3y4YCHHBIC
paiionsl CCCP co crienuaibHbIM TOCYIapCTBEHHBIM 33/1a-
HUEM - BEJICHUS KPYTJIOTONNYHEIX HAOIIOICHUI 3a IMOIX0-
JTAaMH PBIOBI 1 MOPCKOTO 3BEps K TMOOCPEKBI0, U3YUCHHUS
CIoco00B HMX TPOMBICTA U TIePepabOTKH, M TOATOTOBKH
MPAKTUICCKUX PEKOMEHIAINN 110 OPTaHU3aIlUH UX IIPO-
MBIIUIEHHOTO OCBOCHUS M1l 00CCICUCHHs CTpPaHBI IIPO-
JIOBOJILCTBUEM. «[0/I0BBIC HAOIIOAATEIN - OJJHA U3 MAaJIO-
HM3BECTHBIX (hOPM PaOOTHI COBETCKHUX yUCHBIX-300JI0TOB B
OTHaNeHHBIX paiioHax Cubupu, Ceepa u ampHero Boc-
TOKa - 3aCIy’KHBaeT, YTOOBI OCTAHOBHTHCS Ha HEW TOJ-
pobree. K mpumepy, Ha JamsHem BocToke Habmromarenn
paboranm mo BceMy moOepekbio Mopei Tuxoro okeaHa
— Ha 3anaaHoi Kamuarke, B Kaparunckom 3anuse, B Ta-
yiickoii ryoe, Tyrypo-Uymmkanckom paiione, Ha [llanTap-
CKuX 0-Bax 1 Ha UykoTke. [0moBbIe HAOMIONCHHS HEPEIKO
TIPOIOIKATINCH 110 HECKOINIBKY JIeT. Pe3ymsraToM mcciemo-
BaHMIA cTana cepust OTIETOB O TOMOBBIX HAOTIONCHUAXK 110
KaXaoMy paiioHy. YacTe THX CBEICHHI ITyOIMKOBAIACH
B coopankax BHUPO u TUHPO B xonme 20-x — 30-x rr,,
HO, K COKaJICHHIO, OOJTBIIAsl YaCTh OTYETOB, COICPIKABIITIX
MHOTO Ba)KHBIX JICTalleH, CBI3aHHBIX C pacIpeieICcHHeM 1
MUTpAIASIMA OTJCNBHBIX BUIOB MM B TO Bpems, Tak U
OCTaJINCh HEOIyOIMKOBaHHBIMHU. [IpuMepoM MOXET CiIy-
JKUTh WHPOPMAITUS O J1apre, Oemyxe, CHByUe Y TTOOePEKbs
Turunsckoro paiiona 3anannoil Kamuarku B 30-¢ ol
(JIyms, 1932). Bomplnyio 1EHHOCTh TPEACTABISIIN JIaH-
HBIE O PaCIpPOCTPAHECHUH CHBYYa M MOpXKa Yy TIOOEPEKbS
UyKOTKH 1 CeBepO-BOCTOKa KaMJaTKi B 0TYETax TOIOBBIX
Habmronareneit - OparseB JIpBa OcuroBrua n BamenTnHa
OcwumoBuda benononbeckux, OiH U3 KOTOPBIX padoTal Ha
Yykotke, a Bropoid Ha ceBepe Kamuarku B Kaparunckom
saymBe (JI.O. Bemononbekuit, 1931, B.O. benononbckuid,
1932). HckmrouuTenbHO WH(POPMATHBHBI OBUIA OTYETHI
0 TIEPBBIX IPOMBICIOBBIX peiicax 3BEpOOOIHOTO CymHa
«Haxmm» B Oxorckoe mope (Hukymmu, 1932a, 19326,
19328), HaOnrOmEeHUST O TPOMBICTIOBEIX BHIAX TIOJCHEH B
Oxorckom mMope u Ha Yykotke (Ppeiiman, 1931), gacTwy-
HO oIryOnmKoBaHHBIC B Oosee mo3mHee Bpems (Hukymux
1937, ®peiiman, 1935a, 19356, Apcenbes, 1935, 1939
u 71p.). BONBIMIMHCTBO YHUKANBHBIX MCTOYHHUKOB HH(OP-
MAaIH CYIIECTBOBAIH B CIMHUYHBIX JK3EMIULIpPAaX M Ha-
XOIMIIACh B apXWBax JlabopaTopuii I B OHOIHOTEKax
unctutyroB TUHPO u BHHUPO. Co Bpemenem u3-3a He-
JIOCTaTKa MECTa B XPaHWIHIIAX OMOIMOTEK MHOTHE M3 HIX
OBLTH YHUYTOXKCHBI KaK «HE MPECTABIIAIONINE HHTEPECay
JUTS HayKH.

increased. In Russia this period of economic
development coincided with the appearance of a
new state system: the USSR was created and new
socialistic economic system with State Government
Plan on the top was introduced and based on the use
of natural resources.

After World War I, the socialistic revolution and
the long civil war resulted in desolation and hunger
everywhere in Russia. To solve the problems of food
shortages, there was an urgent need to organize a large-
scale fishing industry, with marine mammal catches
as one of its elements. The USSR is rich in various
natural resources but a significant portion of them
were not discovered or studied. Because of that, from
the mid-1920s to early 1930s, the Soviet government
organized large-scale scientific expeditions to collect
information on the status of fishing resources in
various regions: Northern, Far Eastern, Baikal, etc.
Young and enthusiastic biologists headed to remote
and little-studied regions of the USSR with a special
State task to conduct year-around observations on fish
and marine mammal distribution and migrations, as
well as ways to hunt and process these resources. All
this information would be incorporated into practical
recommendations for organized and large-scale
industrial development in order to feed the country.
The work of the “year-round observers” is one of
the little-known forms of work by Soviet zoologists
in remote regions of Siberia, as well as the Russian
North and Far East. In the Far East such observers
worked along the coast of the Pacific Ocean including
western Kamchatka, Karaginsky Gulf, Tauyskaya
Bay, Tuguro-Chumikan region, Shantar Islands and
Chukotka. Such year-round observations sometimes
continued for several years. Upon return, all results
were described in a series of unpublished reports
entitled “Reports of the year-round observations”
for each region of study. Some of these data were
published in collections by VNIRO and TINRO in
the late 1920s-30s. Unfortunately, a large part of
the results, including many important details about
the distribution and migrations of some marine
mammal species, were never published. Examples
include information on the spotted seal, beluga, and
Steller sea lion on the Tigilskiy coast of the western
Kamchatka in 1930s (Lun, 1932). Additionally, data
on Steller sea lion and walrus distribution of the
Chukotka coast and north-eastern Kamchatka were
in reports by the (year-round observers) brothers
Belopolskiy: Lev Osipovich and Valentin Osipovich.
One of them worked on Chukotka and the other in
the northern part of Karaginskiy Gulf (Belopolskiy
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TTokoiinbiit HeiHe I'M. Kocbirun B cepenune 80-x rr. mpo-
IIJTOTO BeKa paccKa3biBal, kKak oH B Onbmmoreke THHPO B
MIPUTOTOBJICHHOM JUISI CKUTAHMS «CTapbe» OTOMpAi MHTe-
pECHBIE eMy MaTepualibl, KOTOPbIE OH XPaHHII y ce0s oMa,
B JIByXKOMHATHOH kBaptupe. K coxanenuro, Bpemst He 110-
IIaJMII0 HU CaMOTO MCCIIEI0BATENS, HU €To apxuB. [Ipuxo-
JIITCSI CMUPHUTBCSI C MBICIIBIO, YTO OOJBITMHCTBO OTYETOB
«TONIOBBIX HaOmonarenei» 0e3B03BPATHO YTEPSHBI.

B 30-e rozp! B pa3sHbIX perMOHax CTPaHbI CO3A0TCA Hayd-
HO-HUccieioBarensckue ctannuu: Ha CeBepe B MypMaHCke
- IlnmaByunit Mmopckoit HayuHbIil uHCTUTYT (IIMaBMOpHUH),
Ha JlanpHeM Boctoke - TuxookeaHckas Hay4HO-IIPOMBIC-
noBas cranmus — TOHC, na Kacnuu Ha 0ase MXTHOJIO-
rudeckor Jj1abopatopuu opraHuzoBaHa AcTpaxaHcKas
Hay4Hasi pbIOOXO3SHCTBEHHAs! CTAHLMS. JTH HeOOJblINe
sa00opaTopuu OBICTPO TMPEBPAIIAIOTCS B PErHOHAIBHBIC
pri6oxo3siictBenHble MHCTUTYTH — [IMHPO Ha Cesepe,
TUPX/TUHPO na Jlansaem Boctoke, KacnHUPX na Ka-
couiickom Mope, A3UepHHPO B A3zoBo-UepHOMOpCKOM
Oacceiine, Ha baiikane oOpasyercst baiikanbckuil Jum-
HOJIOTMYECKUI MHCTUTYT Kak MojpaszencHue AxaJeMHH
Hayk. B ka)xJOM M3 NEPEUUCIICHHBIX MHCTUTYTOB HMeE-
JIOCh HECKOJIBKO OT/JENICHUH M BO MHOTHX Hapsay C UXTHU-
OJIOTMYECKUMH J1a00paTOpUsIMU UMEJINCh U J1abopaTopuu
[0 M3YyYEHHUIO MOPCKOTO 3Beps. YCWJINS TOCyZapcTBa IO
OLICHKE 3aIlacoB BOJHBIX OMOJIOTMYECKHX PECYpCOB JUIsi
UX IPOMBIIUIEHHOTO OCBOGHHUS 1aIi T'POMaIHBIA UMITYJIbC
n3yueHuro MM B Poccun. g 3aninaHupOBaHHBIX HC-
CIIEeZIOBAaHUN BBIIENSINCH Pecypchl. BhlnonHeHne m1aHOB
JKECTKO KOHTPOJIIMPOBAIOCh. OueHb OBICTPO Pa3BUBAIIKCH
oTpaciieBble pbI00X03sIHCTBEHHbIE IIGHTPBI H3ydeHns: MM
Hapkxomara ppIOHO# IPOMBIIIEHHOCTH, KOTOPBIN 103/IHEE
ObU1 peoprann3oBad B MUHUCTEPCTBO PHIOHOTO X035HCTBA
CCCP (MPX, Munpb16x03). DTO OBLIM OTpACIIEBBIE ChIPbE-
BbI€ HHCTUTYThI, OCHOBHOH II€JIBIO UX SIBJISUIOCH U3yUeHHE
3a1acoB, JUHAMUKU YUCICHHOCTH IPOMBICIOBBIX BOJHBIX
JKMBOTHBIX, BKItodass MM, u pa3paboTka pekoMeHaanui
[0 UX HCIIOJIb30BaHUI0. PhIOOX03SHCTBEHHBIE UHCTHTYTHI
paboTai B TECHOM COTPYAHUYECTBE C MHCTUTyTaMK AKa-
nemuu Hayk, KoTopble 3aHMMalIUCh OOMIMME (yHJaMeH-
TaJbHBIMK BOIpocamu Ouosiorud MM — cHCTEeMaTHKOM,
Mopdosioruei, anarToMuel, OMOJIOTHeN pa3BUTHSL, TTOIYJIs-
LIUOHHOM 3KOJIOTHEN U IPYTUMU TEMAMH.

Baxno 3amernts, uro B CCCP yHHBepcHTETHI U OTpac-
JIeBbIC BBICIIME OOpA30BaTENbHBIC yUCOHBIC 3aBEICHMS
(BY3s1) B mccnenoBanmsax MM mpakTHUeckd He OBLIH
3a7IcHCTBOBAHBI, ITOCKOJIBKY OHM CO3/1aBAJNCH B INIEPBYIO
ouepenb Kak oOpa3oBaTelbHBIC yupexaeHus. CTyIeHTHI
U TIperoiaBaTeNl HeKOTOphIX BY30B 3aHmManmch mccie-
JIOBaHUSIMU MM, HO 3TOT NPOLECC OCYIIECTBIISIICS OUYTH
BCET/Ia B paMKax IPOTPAMM, KOTOPBIE BEJINCHh PHIOOXO35TH-

L.O., 1931; Belopolskiy V.O., 1932). Informative
reports were created from the first few seasons of
work by the hunting boat Nazhim in the Okhotsk
Sea (Nikulin, 1932a, 1932b, 1932c¢), observations of
commercial species of seals in the Okhotsk Sea and
Chukotka (Freiman, 1931), with part of these studies
published (Nikulin, 1937; Freiman, 1935a, 1935b;
Arseniev, 1935, 1939). The majority of these unique
sources of information existed in a single copy with
limited access. Later, in the 1980s, because of limited
space in the library archives in TINRO and VNIRO
many of these reports were considered of no scientific
importance and were destroyed.

G.M. Kosygin (now deceased) told me around the
mid-1980s as he was looking through piles of such
“old junk” being prepared for burning, that he looked
through these reports for material relevant to his work.
There was no space to keep them in the laboratory
so he kept all the data in his 2-room apartment. |
worked with these reports making notes for my work.
Unfortunately, the time was not kind to the researcher
and his archive, which did not survive. We now have
to accept that the majority of “year-round observers”
reports are lost forever.

During the 1930s scientific stations were created in
different regions of the country. North in Murmansk
the floating marine science institute (Plavmornin)
was created, and in the Far East the Pacific scientific
and fishery station (TONS) was established. On the
Caspian Sea the ichthyological laboratory and the
Astrakhan scientific fishing station were created.
Initially these small laboratories quickly transformed
into regional fisheries institutes: PINRO in the north,
TIRKH/TINRO in the Far East, KaspNIRKh on the
Caspian Sea, AzCherNIRO for the Asov-Black Sea
area and the Baikal limnological institute as a part
of Academy of Science. Each of these institutes
had a number of departments; within the fisheries
laboratories there were laboratories to study marine
animals. The State effort to evaluate the aquatic
biological resources for commercial use gave a huge
boost to marine mammal studies in Russia. The work
had good support and fulfillment of the Government
Plan was closely controlled. Fisheries centers to study
marine mammals developed quickly as a part of the
People’s Commissariat of the Fishing Industry of the
USSR, which later was transformed into the Ministry
of Fisheries. These industry institutes had the primary
goal to study resources, the dynamics of their
abundance, and development of recommendations
for utilization. Fisheries institutes worked in close
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CTBCHHBIMH WU aKaJeMHYCCKUMH WHCTUTYTaMH. Takoro
IIPOKOTO BOBIICUCHHSI YHHBEPCHTETOB B WCCIICIOBAHUS
MM, kak B 3anaiHbIX CTpaHax, He cyuecTBoBasio B CCCP,
HeT ¥ ceifyac B Poccun. D10 XapakTepHask 0COOEHHOCTH
opranuzauuu uccienoBanuit MM B Poccun u ee BaxHoe
OTJMYKe OT ucciiegoBaHuid MM, mpoBOIMMBIX B 3amaj-
HBIX CTpaHaXx.

Ecnu Havay pa3BUTHS [TPOMBICIIA TIOJEHEH NPEIIIeCTBO-
BaJIM Hay4yHbBIC pa3BeIOYHBIC PabOTHI ¢ Oepera, padora
TOJIOBBIX HaOIofaTelieif, ToO WCTOpHs M3Yy4YeHUS! KHUTO-
00pa3HbBIX HAMPSIMYIO M 0OJiee TECHO CBsi3aHA C MPOMBIC-
aom. Poccust mpakTuuecku He Bejla M HEe y4acTBOBaja B
kuToboiiHOM 1pombiciie 1o 30-x rr. XX Beka. Jlaroii ero
Havasa cuuraercs 25 okrsiopst 1932 r., korna B Tuxom oke-
aHe B paiioHe ocTpoBoB PeBuinbia-Xuxeno (Mekcuka) Ku-
TOOOHIBI 0a3bl «AJeyT» 10OBUIM JIBYX KUTOB. DTy Jary,
BEPOSITHO, CJIEAYET CUMTATh U Ha4aJIOM aKTHBHOTO HMCCIIe-
noBanusi kutoodpasubix B Poccun. C 1933 u o 1968 rr.
9Ta KMTOOa3a Bena nmpomseiceln B Bogax Kamuarku, Yykor-
KM U ApYrux paloHax CEeBEpHOM uyacTu Tuxoro okeasa.
Ha ee 6opry Benu HaOmroneHus u cOOp OMOJIOTHYCSCKOM
uH(OpMaLK U3BECTHBIE BIIOCJIEIICTBUU BCEMY MHUPY OHO-
goru - b.A. 3enkoBuy, A. I Tomuina, M.M. Crenuos,
ML.II. BaguBacos, U.B. Kuzesettep, a mo3nnee A.A. bep-
3uH, A.A. Poeaun, H.B. Jlopomienko u MHOTHE ApyrHe.
[epBbie 0boOMmIatOIIME CBOAKY 10 (hayHEe KUTOOOPAa3HBIX
Mopeil Poccun u, mpexae BCero, no IpOMBICIOBBIM BH-
JlaM KUTOB, MOSIBJISIIOTCS TOJIBKO B KoHIE 1930-x - Hadae
1950-x TT. Kak pe3yabTar UCCIIEeOBAaHU Ha KHTOOOMHBIX
cynax Quormmmu «Aneyr (Tomunun, 1937 u np.). Hau-
Oojiee MHTEHCHUBHOC pa3BUTHE KUTOOOWHOTO (rora, a
BMECTE C HUM M UCCIIC/IOBAHUSI KHTOB IIPOUCXOAST TOCIE
Benukoii OreuectBernoi Botinbl. COBETCKUI KHUTOOOM-
HBII (GIOT Bed OOBIYY KHTOB 10 BceMy MHUPOBOMY OKe-
any. [Tk ero paboOTHI HpUIIEICS HA BTOPYIO MOJOBHHY
1950-x — 1960-x rT. , KOrZIa OJJHOBPEMEHHO JIHCTBOBAJIO
ST KUTOOOMHBIX (uioTHIHid, a 10 1964 1. Ha Kypuibcknx
octpoBax paboraiu oT 3 10 5 OeperoBbIXx KUTOKOMOHMHA-
ToB. Ha kaxnoit 3 KnToOOWHBIX (QIOTWINH OBUIM CBOM
Hay4Hble Tpymisl. JlabopaTopuu NO HM3YyUEHHUIO KHTOB
nmenuch B TUHPO (Bnagusoctox), BHUPO (Mockga),
AtnautHUPO (Kanuuunrpan), A3UepHHUPO (Onecca). B
KXI0# n3 HUX padoTasno no 15-20 mraTHbIX COTpYyAHU-
KOB. B 910 Bpemst B meyartu nosiBiisieTcst 00IIbIIOE KoJInye-
CTBO Hay4HBIX CTaTeil 1 MOHOTrpaduii 1o pacrpeeIeHuo,
YHUCIIEHHOCTH, MOP(OJIOTHH, SMOPUOIOTHH, (PU3NOIOTUH
KUTOOOpa3HbIX.

C KUTOOOHHBIM IIPOMBICIIOM CBs3aHa OJIHA M3 HETaTUBHBIX
ctpanur ucropuu CCCP. [l mpenoTBparieHus mepermpo-
MBICTIa KHTOB cpa3y nocie BOB Opima 3aximodueHa Mex-
JNyHapoJHass KOHBEHIHS O PEryIHpPOBaHHU KUTOOOHHOTO

cooperation with the institutes of the Academy of
Science to address fundamental questions of marine
mammal biology, including systematics, morphology,
anatomy, development biology, population ecology,
etc.

It is important to note that in the USSR universities
and other higher educational institutions had very
limited participation in marine mammal work since
they were created as educational institutions. A few
students and professors of universities participated in
marine mammal studies, but participation was limited
and was almost always within fisheries institute
programs. The broad involvement of universities in
western countries into marine mammal studies was
not the norm in the USSR and still does not exist in
modern Russia. This is a very important characteristic
and notable difference in the organization of marine
mammal scientific work in Russia.

While the early period of pinniped commercial
hunting was preceded by research from shore,
including work by “year-round” observers, the history
of cetacean studies is directly and much more closely
connected with the commercial hunt. Russia did not
have a national whaling industry until the 1930s. The
official beginning of Soviet whaling is considered to
be October 25, 1932, when the crew of the first Soviet
whaling fleet Aleut killed their first two whales near
the Revillagigedo Islands (Mexico). This date could
also be considered as the start of the active large-
scale cetacean science in Russia. From 1933 to 1968
this same fleet conducted whaling in the waters off
Kamchatka, Chukotka and other parts of the North
Pacific. On board Aleut many subsequently well-
known biologists worked and collected information
and data, such as: B.A. Zenkovich, A.G. Tomilin,
M.M. Sleptsov, M.P. Vadivasov, 1.V. Kisevetter and
later B.A. Berzin, A.A. Rovnin, N.V. Doroshenko
and many others. The first papers summarizing
the cetaceans of Russia focused on the commercial
species; they appeared at the end of the 1930s to
the early 1950s resulting from work on the Aleut.
The most intensive development of the Soviet
whaling industry and associated whale studies began
after the end of WWIIL. The Soviet whaling fleets
worked throughout the world’s oceans. The peak of
the Soviet whaling catch was during the late 1950
through 1960s when 5 Soviet whaling fleets operated
in different oceans. In addition, 3-5 whaling land
stations existed along the Kuril Islands and worked
until 1964. Each whaling fleet had a scientific group
on board. Special laboratories studying whales were
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MIPOMBICIIA, KOTOpYIO patuduiuposan 1 Coserckuii Coros.
B cooTBeTcTBNHM C KOHBEHIMEH MPOMBICEN Pa3pemanoch
BECTH 10 MEXTyHapOIHBIM ITpaBwiIaM U kBotam. Ha cio-
Bax Coserckuii Coro3 co0iIrona KOHBEHIMIO, HO Ha Jeje
—1py00 Hapyman ee. 1.®. T'omosnes (2000), mpopadoTas-
Ui Ha KUTOOOWHOM TIPOMBICIE OONBIIYI0 YacTh CBOCH
*Ku3HU (¢ 1946 T. M 10 ero mpeKpamieHus ), TaKk XapaKTe-
pusyer ero: «2T1o ObUIa MPOMBICIOBas paboTa MpU IOJ-
HOM urHopupoBaHuu [Ipasuit...». /s Toro, 4T00BI HApy-
IIEHUs He OBIIM PAaCKpBITHI, HA BCE COOPAHHBIE BO BpEMs
MIPOMBICIIA peaIbHBIE CTATUCTUYECKNE CBEICHNS, HAYIHBIC
JTAaHHBIC U OTYETHI CTAaBMICS TpHU( «cexpeTHO». PaboTats ¢
HUMHJ MOXXHO OBLIO JIMIIb IPH MOJYYCHUH CHEUATIBLHOTO
nonycka-paspewenusi. B nayunsiit komurer MKK Hanpas-
JSUTCH NCKa)KCHHBIE TAHHBIE O BHJIOBOM COCTABE, KOJIMUE-
CTBE M paifoHaX J00BIYM KUTOB. B OTKpBITOI reyaTtin MOX-
HO OBIIO MyOJIMKOBAaTh TOJBKO CBEACHHS, HE CBSI3aHHBIC C
peanabHON CTaTUCTUKON pOoMbICiIa. MHOTrO npaBAUBON UH-
¢hopmarn 0 CoBeTCKOM KHUTOOOWHOM NPOMBICIIE OITyOITH-
koBaHO Ha ceronHs ([omosnes, 2000, Matepuarsr..., 1995,
2000, TopmocoB u ap., 2000, 3emckuii, Muxanes, 2000,
Muxanes, 2008 u 1p.). B cBoeit mocnenueit kaure «IIpas-
nma o CoBerckoM KuTOOOIHOM mpombicie» A.A. bep3nn
MIPUBOANT MacCy INPHMEPOB CO3HATEJFHOTO HApYIICHMS
COBETCKMMH KHTOOOSIMH MEXTyHAPOJHBIX MPABUI JOObI-
qu kutoB (Berzin, 2008). M3-3a cekpeTHOCTH OBLIO yTepsi-
HO MHOTO B2)KHOTO OMOJIOTHYECKOTO MaTepuana O KHTax.
ITo cnoBam yueHsIX, pabOTaBIINX HA IIPOMBICIIE, COOMPAThH
Marepuai; He UMEJO0 CMBICIIA, TTOCKOJIbKY AaHHbBIC HEJb3s
6bu10 MyONMKOBaTh. COBEPIIEHHO OYEBHIHO, YTO TPH Ta-
KOM ITOJIXOJIE TTPOMBICEN HE MOT NPOJIOJDKAThCs Aoiro. B
MOPSIX, OKpykatomux Poccnio, KUTh! ObIITH OBICTPO BHIOH-
ThI. [IpoMbIcen nepemecTuiics B ipyrHe paifonsl MupoBo-
ro okeaHa, Ho ¥ TaM B KoHIe 70x 1. CoBerckmii Coro3
OBUT BBIHYKEH MTPEKPATHTH €r0, T. K. €ro BEJCHUE CTAJIO0
9KOHOMHWYECKH HEBBITOTHBIM.

[TpumepHo uepe3 10 yieT mocie NpekpaiieHus NpoMbIciia
B koHIEe 1980-x rr. Munpsioxozom CCCP 0bu1 u3ian npu-
Ka3 00 YHUUTOKEHUHU 3aKPbITOW MEepBUYHON MHMOpMaLUN
W Hay4YHBIX OTYETOB O IIPOMBICIIC KMTOB. YUEHbIE, B YbUX
pyKax ObUIM ATH MarepHajbl, XOPOLIO MOHUMAJIH UX BaX-
HOCTb M LIGHHOCTD JUIsl HayKu. [109TOMY aKkThl HA YHHYTO-
JKEHHUE JIOKYMEHTOB OBUIM COCTaBJICHBI, HO CAMHU JIOKYMEH-
ThI OBUIHM BBIBE3CHBI U3 JA00PATOPHUil U COXPAHCHBI.

B 1991 . Coerckuii Coro3 mepecran cymiecTBoBarh. Ero
npeemHanKoM ctana Poccns. B Hagane 1990-x rr. A.B. 6mo-
KOB, paboTas B anmapare npesunenra Poccuu, moarotoBun
PACIIOPSDKEHNE O CHATHH CEKPETHOCTH M OITyOJIMKOBAHUH
(hakTHaeckux cBeneHmit o noosrde kutoB CoBerckum Co-
1030M. VIMEHHO TOTZa cHaceHHBbIE KHTOBBIC MACHOpPTa U
JKYpHAJIBl OCMOTpa HOOBITBIX KHTOB M COXPaHHBIINECS

in a number of institutes: TINRO (Vladivostok),
VNIRO (Moscow), AtlantNIRO (Kaliningrad) and
AzCherNIRO (Odessa). Each laboratory had up to 15-
20 staff members. During that period many scientific
papers were published, including monographs on the
distribution, abundance, morphology, embryology
and physiology of cetaceans.

One of the dark periods in USSR history is associated
with the Soviet whaling industry, with scientists
involved in the story. To prevent over-exploitation
of whale stocks after WWII, the International
Convention on the Regulation of Whaling was signed
and ratified by 9 countries, including the Soviet Union.
According to this Convention, whaling was allowed
but within established rules. Officially the Soviet
Union adhered to Convention rules but in reality
ignored them all. L.F. Golovlev (2000) worked in the
whaling industry the majority of his life (starting in
1946 until its end) and characterized it in this way:
“This was industry that completely ignored the
Rules...” To keep control over the violations, all the
scientific data collected (and subsequent reports) on
the Soviet fleet had a Secret stamp. To get access and
work with them one had to have a special permit. As
a result the Scientific Committee of the International
Whaling Commission (IWC) was receiving falsified
whaling data from the USSR. In any open publication
the articles never used real catch data. But that has
been changed. Recent publications reveal the truth
of these whaling practices and provide actual and
alarming information about this industry (Golovlev,
2000, Materials..., 1995, 2000; Tormosov et al., 2000;
Zemskiy, Mikhalev, 2000; Mikhalev, 2008; etc.). Of
particular interest is the last book by the late A.A.
Berzin “The truth about Soviet whaling” where he
gives many examples of intentional violations of the
international regulations on whaling (Berzin, 2008).
Due to the secrecy of the catches a great deal of
important biological material was lost. According to
the scientists that worked on the whaling fleets, there
was no point to collect or retain such information
if you could never publish the data and results. It is
obvious that harvesting in such a manner, whaling
could not last long. Whales disappeared in Russian
waters quickly so whaling factories expanded their
effort to other areas of the ocean where whales also
were subsequently overharvested. This all led to the
cessation of whaling by the USSR in the late 1970s due
to low economic value. After the end of commercial
whaling in the Soviet Union in the late 1980s, the
Ministry of Fisheries issued an order to destroy the
secret original data and scientific reports on whaling.
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TIEPBUYHBIE OTYETHI O pelcax MOCIyKuIn 6a30i Is BOC-
CTAHOBJIEHUS] PeanbHON KapTUHBI IPOMBICIA. DTH JIaH-
HBIE CTaJIM BaKHBIM HAYYHBIM MaTEpHaJIOM JJIsl TIOHMMa-
HUS TIONYJISIUOHHON JIWHAMHMKH MHOTHX IPOMBICIOBBIX
BHIIOB KHTOB B MupoBoM okeaHe (S16mokoB u np., 1998;
TopmocoB u ap., 2000; Marepuainsl..., 2000; Muxanes,
2008 u ap.).

Takum 00pa3oM, IPOMBICEN U IJIAHOBOE €ro pa3BUTHE B
CCCP cpIrpanu 3HaYUTENbHYIO POJIb B U3YYCHUHU TIOJIE-
Hell ¥ KUTOOOPa3HBIX B COBETCKHII IIEPUOJT UCCIIC0BAHUM
MM.

OnHako, HIOMHMO IIPOMBICIIA OBUT M JPYTHE ABMKYIIUC
CWJIbl, CTUMYJIMPOBABILINE U3yUeHHE U coxpaHeHue MM.
Cpenu HUX cleayeT 0COOCHHO BBIICIUTH 00s3aTeIbCTBA
CCCP 1o BBINIOJHEHUIO MEXKIYHAPOIHBIX IOTOBOPOB.
OmHUM U3 IPUMEPOB MOXKET CIYKuTh Bpemennas Kon-
BEHLIUS O COXPAaHEHUM KOTUKOB CEBEpHOM yacTu Tuxoro
oKeaHa, 3akmroueHHas 9 ¢espans 1957 . mexay CCCP,
CIIA, Kananoit u SAAnonueii. OHa neiicTBoBaIa Ha MPOTS-
skeHnu 11ouTH 30 JIET U CII0CcOOCTBOBAIA Pa3BUTHIO HCCIIE-
nIoBaHUil ceBepHOTO MOpckoro kotuka (CMK) He Tompko
B CCCP, HO W npyrux cTpaHaxX-y4acTHHUIIAX KOHBEHIIHU.
B CCCP 6puto npunaTo cnennanbHoe [locraHoBICHHE
CoBera MunnctpoB ot 1958 1. «O MepompuATHAX IO
YIy4IIEHHIO BEICHHS KOTMKOBOTO XO3SCTBA M MO OX-
paHe 3armacoB MOPCKHX KOTHKOB M MOPCKHX 000poB». B

Puc. 1. I. A. TopmocoB, OBIBIINI 3aBEIyFONIHI 1a00-
paropueit Mmopckux miekonuTarmux AtnaatTHUPO ¢
BHYKOM Yy BXO/1a B TIO/IBAJIbHOE IOMEIIECHUE, Te 25 JIeT
XpaHuIMch nacrnopra 6osee 50 Teic. KuTOB U3 FOxHOTO
OKeaHa M XyPHaJIbl 0CMOTpa KUTOB, TOOBITHIX (pr1oTH-
mueit kutobassl «HOpwit [lonropyxkwii», HOsOps 2015 T

Fig. 1. D.D. Tormosov, former head of the marine
mammal laboratory of AtlantNIRO with his grandson
near the entrance of a cellar where for 25 years were
securely stored catch reports of 50 thousand whales
from South Ocean and field journals with whaling
data of catcher ships of “Yury Dolgorukiy” whale
factory. November, 2015.

Many scientists that collected and managed these data
understood their value. They prepared the documents
designated for destruction while the actual papers
were moved from the laboratories to secure hiding
places (Fig. 1-2).

The Soviet Union ceased to exist in 1991 and Russia
became its successor. In the early 1990s, A.V.
Yablokov, while working in the administration of the
President of Russia, prepared a Government order to
remove the secret restrictions on the publication of
true catch data by the USSR. This information served
as the main source to reconstruct the actual picture of
Soviet catches. These data were published and became
an important and valuable resource for understanding
the population dynamics of many commercial species
of whales in the world’s oceans (Yablokov et al.,
1998; Tormosov et al., 2000; Materials..., 2000;
Mikhalev, 2008).

Thus, the whaling industry and its role in the
economy of the USSR played an especially important
contribution in studies of pinnipeds and cetaceans
during the Soviet period of marine mammal research
in Russia.

Besides the history described above, there were
other forces that stimulated studies and conservation
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Puc. 2. B 3TUX NONUITUIEHOBBIX MELIKaX XPAHUINUCH
KHUTOBBIE NTACIIOPTA U JPYTUe NEPBUYHBIE JOKYMEHTEI

0 IPOMBICIIE KMTOB (uioTireit kutobassl «tOpwuii Jlomro-
pykuit», HOsiOpb 2015 1

Fig. 2. Whale reports and other original whale catch
documents of catcher ships of “Yury Dolgorukiy” whale
factory were stored in these plastic bags. November
2015.

obsi3arHOCTH MPX CCCP BMEHSUIOCH IIPOBEJICHHE UCCIIC-
nosaunit CMK He Tonbko Ha Oepery, Ha JieKOUIax, HO U
CHapsKEHUE CIIELUANIBHBIX CYNOB IS U3y4YEHUs] KOTUKOB
B OKE€aHe, B MECTax UX 3MMOBKU U Ha IMyTAX MUIPALUL.
Jliist marpynupoBaHusl palfloHOB OOMTAHMSI M OXpaHBI Kak
camux CMK, Tak u cpenpl ux OOUTaHUS, TOXKE BBIIACIS-
JICh CHelMabHbIe Cyaa, B T. 4. ¥ BoeHHble. Bokpyr Ko-
MaHJIOPCKUX 0-BOB, 0. TrOI€HUH U HECKOIBKHX OCTPOBOB
Kypwibckoit Tpsiel Obln cozmansl 30- n 12-MuibHBIC
OXpaHHBIC 30HBI, B KOTOPBIX 3alPEIaIOCh PHIOOIOBCTBO,
nro0ast X03sMCTBEHHAs! IEATEILHOCTD U JJayKe HaXOXK/ICHHE
CyZ0B 0€3 CIIeIHaIbHOTO Pa3pelieHUs] OPraHoB PhIOOOX-
pansl. [lo cyTtn nena, 310 OBLIM TIEPBBIE B MUPE MOPCKHE
3aM0BEJHUKY, OPraHU30BaHHbIE B jaynekoM 1958 r. [Jlna
BBITIOJTHEHHS 00513aTEIbCTB OBLIN CO3/1aHbI HayYHbIE IPYII-
bl 110 M3ydyeHuto u MoHuropunry CMK B maboparopun
nactoHorux Bo Bnamusoctoke (THMHPO), cnenmanusu-
pOBaHHBIC KOTHKOBBIE slaboparopun Ha Kamuarke (Kawm-
yatHNPO) u na Caxamune (CaxHMPO). Koopaunanmio
HCCIIeIoBaHUI NpoBoaMI ronoBHOM mHcTuTyT BHIUPO,
Haxosuiicss B Mockse. IIpogykToM paboThl KOTHKOBBIX
71a00paToOpuii IBUIIMCH OTYETHI M HAy4YHBIE CTaThH 110 OHO-
JIOTHHU 3TOTO BHJA, 000OIIEHHBIC B HECKOJIIBKUX KPYITHBIX
Monorpadusx. CMK 1o mocieqHero BpeMeHH 0CTaBajCs
OJHMM M3 CaMbIX U3yYEHHBIX BUJJ0B MM B Mupe, IMaBHbIM
00pazom, Omaromaps MeXIyHapOIHOM KOHBeHIIMU. B 1985
. KOTUKOBasi KOHBEHIIUSI IPEKpaTUiia CBOe JeCTBUE U UC-
CIIE€JIOBaHMsSI 3TOTO BUJA PE3KO COKPATWIINCH. [ pymnmsl mo

Puc. 3. [lepBas cTpaHuLa KUTOBOIO NaclopTa.

Fig. 3. Front page of whale report.

of marine mammals. We want to mention one in
particular: the obligations by the USSR to fulfill
international agreements. One example was a
temporary Convention on the Conservation of Fur
Seals of the North Pacific, signed on February 9, 1957
between the USSR, USA, Canada, and Japan. It was
in force for almost 30 years. This stimulated research
on northern fur seals not only by the USSR but also by
other countries that signed the Convention. A special
Decree was approved by the Council of Ministers of
the USSR in 1958, titled “On the measures to improve
the fur seal management and on protection of fur seals
and sea otters”. It required the Ministry of Fisheries
of the USSR to conduct studies not only on shore
but to organize ships to study fur seals at sea, their
wintering areas and migration. A number of vessels
(including some military ships) were dedicated to
patrol their habitat and to protect fur seals. Around the
Commander Islands, Tuleny Island, and some of the
Kuril Islands, 30- and 12-mile protection zones were
created where fisheries and other industrial activities,
and even the presence of vessels without a special
permit, were banned. In fact, they were effectively
the first marine reserves in the world. To fulfill the
obligation of the Convention, scientific groups were
created in several laboratories to study fur seals in
Russia: TINRO (Vladivostok), the fur seal laboratory
on Kamchatka (KamchatNIRO), and on Sakhalin
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mydennto CMK Opimn 3akpeITHl BHadae Ha CaxanmHe,
TIOTOM OHH TIepecTaNy cymecTBoBars Ha Kamuarke u Bria-
JIMBOCTOKE. B Hacrosimee Bpemsi OeccucTeMHbIe HAOIIO-
JeHus 3a yncieHnocteio CMK npoBoasTest HeperyasipHO
Ha 1-2 nexonmax Komarmopekux octposoB. Ha Kypruis-
CKHX OCTPOBAX HAOIIOACHUS 32 KOTHKAMH IPEKPAIICHBI C
koHna 1980-x 1. , Ha 0. Tromenwii - ¢ 2014 1.

JpyruMm npumepoMm 3aMETHOM akTUBU3aLUU UCCIIEL0Ba-
Huii MM B Poccun B xoHue XX u Hauane XXI BB. sB-
nsieTcst ByxctopoHHee comamenne mexay CCCP u
CIILIA O6 Oxpane okpyxatroiieii cpenbt ot 1972 1. [Ipoekr
02.05-61 «Mopckue MIIEKONUTAIOIME» B paMKax 3TOTO
comamieHus cran ocHoBol Oonee 200 COBMECTHBIX MOP-
CKHUX peiicoB u skcneaunuii mo MM kak B Bomax ObIBIIIC-
ro Coserckoro Coro3a, a morom Poccuu, Tak 1 B Bojax
Ausicku, CILIA. Hepenko Bo Bpemst 0IHOTO peiica paboThl
NPOBOJMINCH B aKBaropusix obewx crpaH (MamuHOB u
ap., 1991). Ilo sToMy comanieHuo ObUIO MPOBEICHO 26
JIByXCTOPOHHUX KOOP/MHAIIMOHHBIX pa004YHX COBELIAHUIA.
[TogoOHOE ABYXCTOpPOHHEE COIVIALIEHHE WMEETCSI TaKkKe
mexay Poccueit m Hopseruel, uro Toxe criocodcTByeT
MIPOBEJIEHUIO COBMECTHBIX HccienoBaHuii MM. Otu co-
IJalIeHUs [0 HACTOSIEro BPEMEHH JEWCTBYIOT U SIBISA-
I0TCs NIPaBOBOM OCHOBOMW JIIS1 MOHUTOPUHIA U U3y4YEHUS
TpaHCTpaHU4YHbIX BUJ0B MM.

ITomumo nzyuenuss MM cuniaMu HayqHO-UCCIIE0BATENb-
ckuX HWHCTUTYTOB, B 1970-1980-¢ Tromsr B CoBeTCKOM
Coro3e cymiecTBOBajda M aKTUBHO paboTana W CIIelHa-
JTU3UpPOBaHHAS CITyk0a oxpansl MM B cucteMe OpraHoB
peI0oOXpaHbl. B monpasneneHusx CyIiecTBOBAaBIIETO B
To BpeMs [ maBpeIOBoa, oTHOCmEerocs K MPX, mmench
OacceifHOBBIC yTIPaBICHHSI PBHIOOOXpAHBI, HA KOTOPHIC
BO3JIarajach OXpaHa U KOHTpOJib 3a npomsicioMm MM. B
Maranane, B ynpasneHnr OXOTCKPBIOBOJ, B ITOIpa3aeIie-
HUHU MOpPCKO# 3BepoOoitnoi nacnekmmn (M3UW) pabotarmo
oxoio 20 crenmanucros-6nonoros. Ha Kamuarke B co-
3maHHoi eme B koHIe 1950-x rr. Komanmopckoit mHCTICK-
LUK PHIO0OXPaHBI B 00S3aHHOCTH YETBIPEX HHCIEKTOPOB
Bxommia kpyrnoronuanas oxpana CMK u kamana Ha Ko-
MaH/IOPCKHX ocTpoBax. B cepenmue 1980-x r. B ympas-
neann KamdatpeiOBoz Obita opranmsoBaHa Ciryxkba 1o
oxpane Mopckux miexornuTtalomux (COMM), B KoTopoii
paborano mo 20 crenuanucToB-0HOIOrOB. MHCIEKTOPHI
10 OXpaHe MOp3Beps ObLTH U B yripaBineHnn CaxalTnHpbIO-
Box — Toxke Ooitee 10 uenoBek. OHM BeMM HAOIIONEHNUS U
OXpaHy JISKOWII KaJlaHa M CEBEPHOTO MOPCKOTO KOTHKA
Ha Kypmisckux octpoBax u 0. Tronenuit. B 1980-¢ romsr
o nHUIMaTHBe OXOTCKPRIOBOIA OBIIIO OPTaHU30BAHO He-
CKOJIBKO KOHTPOJIBbHO-HaOMronarensHeix crannuii (KHC)
Ha YyKOTKe /Ui OXpaHbl M MOHHUTOPHHTA JISKOWII MOp-
»a. Ha rore Kamuarku oxomno 20 net orpadoram KHC mo

(SakhNIRO). VNIRO was in charge as a coordinator
of the research.

As a result of the research dedicated to fur seals, a
large number of reports on the biology of the species
were published, and these were summarized in a
several large monographs. The northern fur seal until
recently remained the best-studied species of marine
mammal in the world. All of that was because of the
Convention. In 1985, this Convention came to an end;
the research on these animals in Russia declined, and
all the laboratories dedicated to fur seal research were
closed. Currently, only very limited basic monitoring
of'their abundance is being conducted. This is not done
in any systematic way but sporadically and includes
only 1-2 rookeries on the Commander Islands. On the
Kuril Islands observations stopped at the end of the
1980s, and on Tuleny Island in 2014.

Another stimulant for marine mammal research in
Russia from the end of the 20th to the beginning of
the 21st century is the U.S.-Russia Agreement on
Cooperation in the Field of Environmental Protection,
1972, specifically, project 02.05-61, “Marine
Mammals” under Area V. This agreement produced
almost 200 coordinated marine mammal cruises and
surveys in the waters of the former Soviet Union (and
later Russia) and in the waters around Alaska, USA.
Frequently, the work during one survey included the
waters of both countries (Maminov et al., 1991).
Because of the agreement, 26 bilateral coordination
meetings were conducted. Similar agreements exist
between Russia and Norway with corresponding
coordinated marine mammal studies, although that
agreement is not as wide-ranging and active as with
the USA. All the agreements are currently actively
implemented and serve as the legal basis to monitor
and to study trans-boundary marine mammal species.

Other than the research institutes in the USSR that
studied marine mammals during the 1970-80s, the
Ministry of Fisheries had a Federal Department for
Protection and Reproduction of Fish Resources
and Fishery Regulations (Glavrybvod) which
was involved in fisheries and marine mammal
management. Glavrybvod had regional departments
(Rybvods) all over USSR. Magadan regional
department Okhotskrybvod has a division of marine
mammal inspection which employed 20 specialists/
biologists. In Kamchatrybvod, the Commander
Islands fisheries inspection group was created at the
end of the 1950s with 4 employees. Their task was
the year-round protection of northern fur seals and sea
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OXpaHe KajlaHa. DTH MoJpa3/ieIeHHUs He TOJIbKO OXPaHsJIH,
HO U BeJIM HaOJIIOIEHUS 3@ YUCIIEHHOCThIO, Y4aCTBOBAJIM B
paboTax MO MEYEHHWIO KMBOTHBIX, 3aHMMAIIUCh 00CIe/10-
BaHHMEM M OIMCAHHEM JIeKOUII] JTACTOHOTUX, CJIEIMIN 32
CMEPTHOCTHIO M KOHTPOJIMPOBAJIHM COONIONEHHE PEKMMA
3aroBeHbIX 30H 10 oxpane MM. B konre 80-x rr. B [T1aB-
PBIOBOZIE MMeENach JOMKHOCTh BEAYILETo CIEHATNCTa 110
OXpaHE MOPCKHX MIJIEKOMMTAIONINX, a BO BCEH cuCTeMe
storo noxpasaeneHust MPX padorasno or 50 go 80 creru-
aJINCTOB-OMOJIOrOB, O00S3aHHOCTBIO KOTOPBIX SIBJISLIACH
OoXpaHa U MOHHUTOPHUHI' MOPCKHUX MIJICKOIIUTAIOMINX. ITo
MHHULUATHBE OPraHoB pbi0ooXpanbl B Havasie 1970 r. Obuin
paspaboransl crienuaibHbie [IpaBuiia oxpaHbl 1 IPOMBIC-
Jla MOPCKHX MJICKOTIUTAOIIUX, KOTOPLIC 6I)IJ'II/I CYIIECTBCH-
HO JopaboTaHbl M pacimupeHbl B 1986 1. AHaJIOrHMYHBIX
IIpaBun B PoccuiickoM 3aKOHOIATENILCTBE HET.

JlanHble 110 UCTOpUM M3ydeHUs U coxpaHenus MM B Poc-
cuu Oy/lyT HEMOJIIHBIMH, €CIIH HE YIIOMSHY T 0 paboTte Mex-
BeJoMcTBeHHOW MxTHonornueckoit komuccun (MUK).
Ora opranmzamus Obuta co3gana B ¢gespane 1949 . Ona
3aHUMaJga 0co00E€ MECTO CpEAH Hay4YHbBIX YUPEKACHHH
CTpaHbl, B TOM WM MHOW CTETICHH CBA3aHHBIX C U3yIECHUEM
OHMOIOTHYIECKHX U YKOJIOTHIECKUX OCHOB PHIOHOTO XO3SHi-
ctBa. A. B. fI6nokoB pykoBommn Komuccueii B mepron ¢
1988 mo 1992 r. B ee cocraB Bxoamia CoOBET O MOPCKHM
miekonuTaromuM. Ilo maunuaruse MUK perynspHo,

Puc. 4. XypnHan ocMoTpa KuToB ¢ KnToOas3sl «Opwuit
Jonropykuin» 3a 10-# mpombIcioBbIii pefic 1969-1970 .

Fig. 4. Whale data journal of whale factory “Yury
Dolgorukiy”, 10th cruise 1969-1970.

otters on the Commander Islands. In the middle of the
1980s Kamchatrybvod created a Division on marine
mammal protection where up to 20 biologists worked
in permanent positions. Sakhalinrybvod had inspectors
involved in marine mammal protection with a staff of
more than 10 people. These inspectors monitored the
fur seal rookeries and sea otters along the Kuril Islands
and Tuleny Island. Okhotskrybvod took an initiative
in the 1980s to organize a few monitoring stations
in Chukotka to manage walrus haulouts. Similar
stations worked in southern Kamchatka for 20 years
to monitor sea otters. All these departments were not
only responsible for protection but conducted regular
surveys, participated in research on marine mammal
migrations (tagging projects), monitored mortality in
the region, and controlled adherence to the protection
measures established for the area. By the end of 1980s
Glavrybvod had a permanent position of a lead officer
for marine mammal protection. Overall, Glavrybvod
Department had employed 50 to 80 biologists across
the USSR in charge of monitoring and protecting
marine mammals. Special regulations “On the Rules
of hunting and protection of marine mammals” were
developed in the early 1970s based on the initiative
by marine mammal conservation specialists of
Glavrybvod, and these were expanded and reworked
in 1986 and were in force until recently.
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OZIVH pa3 B 4 roJja MpOBOIIIINCE Beecoro3Hble coBemmanms
10 U3Y4EHHIO, OXPaHE U PallMOHATILHOMY HCTIOIb30BaHUIO
MOPCKHX MJICKOTIUTAIOLINX C H3IaHNEM TE€3HCOB JJOKJIAI0B
y4yacTHUKOB. [lepBoe coBelanue npoxoaunsao B Mockse B
cepenuue nexabps 1959 r., mocnennee, 10-e — B Topoze
Caemioropcke B 1990 1. [1o3HaBaTenbHBIC 1 MHTEPECHBIC
COBEIIAHMS TTO3BOJISIIA MOJIO/IBIM OHOJIOTaM 3HAKOMHTHCS,
a IMoTOM 1 paboTaTh CO MHOTUMH YIEHBIMH U TIPU3HAHHBI-
MM MUPOBBIMU clielHanucTamu no MM.

CoBpeMenHsblil nepuoa usydenuss MM B Poccuu cBs3aH ¢
pacnagoM CCCP. Ero Hauano MOXKHO OTHECTH K Hauaiy
1990-x rr. TocymapcTBeHHas IJIaHOBasi KOHOMHUKA HC-
ye3Ja, YUUIM B MPOLUIOE TOCYIapCTBEHHbIE JOTAIlMK Ha
BEJICHHE MTPOMBICIIA JIACTOHOTHX, a TAKXKe U LeleBoe (Pu-
HAHCUPOBaHME WX HccienoBaHui. lleHa Ha TMPOmyKIHMIO
U3 TIOJICHEH 3a BECh MEPHOJ COBETCKOTO MPOMBICIIA ObLIa
KpailiHe HU3KOW M PE/IKO OKYIIaJla 3aTpaThl Ha €ro BeACHHE.
IIpombicen OblT yOBITOUHBIM, CYOCHIMPOBAIICS rocyaap-
CTBOM M (PaKTHUECKH Cpa3y IMPEKpaTHJ CyLIeCTBOBAHHE
IPU OTCYTCTBHUHU TOCYIapCTBEHHOM MOMIEPKKU. YUEHBIE,
3aHUMAaBIINECS W3YyYCHUEM TIOJICHEH Ha IPOMBICIOBBIX
cyaax, OoJbIlie HE UMEIH BO3MOXKHOCTH IIPOJOJIKATH UC-
ciieoBaHus. TpaHCIOPT /sl UCCIICIOBAaHUN y)KE HE BbI-
JIeTIsuICs 110 TpuKasy MuHpbIOXo3a, 1a 1 cam MUHpPBIOX03
nepecTai CyIlIecTBOBaTh. Bricokasi MHQIISIMS, 3a1epKKN
C BBITUIATOM 3apIUIaThl 3aCTaBUJIM MHOTHX HCCIIeIoBaTe et
UCKaTh HOBBIE MecTa paboThl. B pesynbrare co3gaHHbe B
TEYeHNEe MHOTHX JIET HAlpsDKEHHOTO TPyZa J1aboparopuu
cTaiu OBICTPO TePATH KaApbl. ONbITa IONCKA KOHKYPCHOTO
(bMHAHCHPOBAHUS UCCIICJOBAaHUI yYEHbIE HU PBHIOOXO3SIH-
CTBEHHBIX HHCTUTYTOB, HI HHCTUTYTOB AKajgemun Hayk B
COBETCKOE BpeMsi He uMend. [la u caMoil cucTeMbl Takoro
(unancupoBanus B HoBo Poccuu He Obuto0. Tak, B Havase
1990-x rr. MpoU30ILIO0 pe3Koe YXYALIEHHEe UCCIIe0BaHHUH
MM B Poccumn.

B 1995 . mo nanmmaruse A. B. SI6mokoBa rpymmoii cenu-
amuctoB 1o MM B Mockse yupexnaercs PernonanbHas
oOmmecTBeHHast oprann3anus «COBET 0 MOPCKIM MJICKO-
MUTAIOIUMY. YUPEIUTENN 3aMMCTBOBaNN Ha3BaHue «Co-
BET M0 MOPCKHUM MJIEKOIUTAIOMINM» U3 cocTaBa MexBe-
JTOMCTBEHHON MXTHOIOTHYECKOM KOMHUCCHH, OJHAKO 3TO
OblIa TOJHOCTBIO CAMOCTOSATENIbHAS HETOCY/apCTBEHHAsS
opranuzaiys. SI0JIOKOB TPHBIEK Al OKa3aHWs ITOMO-
I POCCHICKIM CIEIHMAINCTaM MEKIyHapOIHBIN (POH
IFAW, xotopsrit momor CoBeTy MpOBECTH MEPBYIO KOMIa-
HUIO TT0 BHEOIOMKETHOMY (HMHAHCHPOBAHUIO HCCIICIOBA-
Huii MM. MHorue y4eHble Toraa noiay4yuid CBOU NIEPBbIE
Hay4JHBIC TPAHTH Ha 00pabOTKy MaTepmaiia, COOPaHHOTO
elle B COBETCKOE BPEMsi, M Ha TOATOTOBKY CTaTeH uist
myOnuKamuid. JTa TOoAAepKKa BIOXHY/IA BEpy B JIydllce
Oynymiee M IOKa3aja IpPUMEp TOTOo, KaK HCCICIOBaHMS

This brief and cursory overview of marine mammal
research and history of conservation in Russia
would be incomplete without mention of work by
the Interagency Ichthyological Commission. This
organization was created in February 1949 and
took a special place among fishery related scientific
research institutions and management organizations.
The Commission had several councils including the
Marine Mammal Council. A.V. Yablokov was head
of the Commission for the period 1988-1992. Every
four years a regular All-Union meeting on the studies,
conservation and rational use of marine mammals
was conducted on the initiative of the Ichthyological
Commission. The first meeting was held in Moscow
in December 1959 and the last (the 10th) in 1990 in
Svetlogorsk. They were exceptionally interesting.
During these meetings young biologists had an
opportunity to meet and later work with many
scientists and acknowledged world specialists that
were working to understand and protect marine
mammals.

The modern period of marine mammal studies in
Russia is connected to the collapse of the Soviet
Union starting in the early 1990s. The socialistic
planned economy was in the past, along with state
subsidies for pinniped hunting and funding for marine
mammal research. The cost of seal products during
the Soviet period was low and rarely covered the
cost of the hunt. The industry was unprofitable and
ceased to exist without State subsidies. Scientists
that studied seals using hunting vessels as a research
platform lost the opportunity to continue their work.
The ships that usually were supplied by the Ministry
of Fisheries were not available anymore, and the
Ministry itself disappeared. High inflation and delays
in salary payments forced many researchers to find
new jobs. Laboratories that were created as a result
of many years of hard work began to lose specialists.
Scientists from fisheries institutes and academia did
not know how to search for independent funding
for their research. Also, the new Russia did not
have foundations that could support proposals for
competitive research funding. Thus, in the early
1990s marine mammal studies in Russia experienced
a sharp decline.

After the A.V. Yablokov initiative in 1995, a
group of marine mammal scientists and managers
established a regional public organization (RPO), the
“Marine Mammal Council”. The founders used the
name from of the council, which was a part of the
Interagency Ichthyological Commission, but RPO
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MM MoryT (pHUHAHCHPOBATHCS HE TOJIBKO TOCYAApPCTBOM.
B 90-¢ romer B Poccuio mpummu 3apyOeskHBIC (DOHIIBI
(IFAW, WWF, doun Copoca u 1ip.), KOTOPBIC TTOIICPIKH-
BaJIM ¥ paboTel Mo MM. MccnenoBanust TpaHCTpaHUIHBIX
BunoB MM (Gemyxu, cuByda, mopxka, CMK, kacruiickoro
TIOJICHSI, CEPOTO KUTa, TopOada M HEKOTOPBIX JPYTHX BUIOB
KHTOB) HauaJIM MIOJTy4YaTh HOAIEPIKKY OT FOCY/IapCTBEHHBIX
1 HEeTOCY/IapCTBEHHBIX WHCTUTYTOB, (DOHJOB U YHHBEPCH-
teroB u3 CIIA, fnonun, HopBerun u apyrux cTpaH B
paMKax COBMECTHBIX IPOTpaMM HCCIIETOBAHHMH, JIBYXCTO-
POHHHX MEXHWHCTUTYTCKHX M MEXIIPAaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX
cornamrennid. OowveaeHe COBETOM MOPCKHX TEPHOIIO-
TOB M TOJIAEP>KKa NCCIIEOBAaHNH Pa3IuIHBIMU (HOHIAMH B
HEKOTOPOH CTETIeHN CIIIa/IMIIN 10K MIEPEXOTHOTO Meproia
ot Coserckoro Coro3a k coBpeMeHHOH Poccun n nokasa-
T aJbTEPHATUBHBIN MyTh OpraHM3anuy padoT n (GHUHAH-
CHPOBAHHMS MCCIIENTOBAHNNA. DTO OBUIO KpaiiHe BayKHO UIS
coxpaHeHus Hayku 0 MM B Poccun. B aToMm, 6e3ycnoBHO,
eCTh OonbIIIas 3aciyra u pois mpogeccopa A.B. Somokona.

Yro XxapaKTEpHO Ul COBPEMEHHOIO INEPUOAA U3YUYEHUS
MM B Poccun? B nepByto ouepens - HEyKIOHHOE CHIKeE-
Hue 0a30BOr0 roCyJapCcTBEHHOTO (PUHAHCHPOBAHMUSI UCCIIE-
JIOBaHUM U UCUE3HOBEHUE B PE3YJIbTaT€ MHOIOUUCIICHHBIX
peoprausanuil CreuaJIu3upOBAHHBIX I'OCY1aPCTBEHHBIX
CTPYKTYPHBIX NOJpa3eleHul, 3aHUMABLINXCSI OXPaHOU U
yrpasieHueM MM. Ha npotsbkeHun Bcex TpUALIATH TIO-
CTCOBETCKHUX JIET IPOUCXOAUJIO YMEHBIIEHUE KOIUYECTBA
MCCJIEZIOBATENILCKUX KOJUIEKTUBOB M JIA0OPATOpPH, CHH-
JKEHUE MHTEHCUBHOCTH HcciieoBaHuii MM B ppiO0OX03stii-
CTBEHHBIX U aKaJeMU4eCKuX MHcTUTyTax. Huskuii ypo-
BEHb OIUIAThl TPYJa, OTCYTCTBUE CPEICTB Ha IPOBEICHUE
paboT BBIHYKIAJIM HCCIeNOoBaTesieil MCKaTh pPa3iIMYHbIC
CrocoObl OAPadOTKH, U HAXOMs €€, OHU yXKE, B MOABIIs-
I011IeM OOJIBIIMHCTBE, HE BO3BPAILAINCH K M3yueHnt0o MM.
[IposiBisAis MHUIMATHUBY, UCCIEAOBATEIN MbITAIUCH U IIbI-
TAIOTCS HaXOJUTh (PMHAHCHPOBAHUE B BHUJIE T'0OC3aKa30B,
X03[I0rOBOPOB C 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIMU OpraHU3alUsIMU
(rmaBHBIM 00pa3oM, HEe(TSIHBIMH KOMIIAHHSMH, 3aHHMa-
FOLIMMUCST pa3pabOTKON YITICBOIOPOJIOB Ha miesib()e) Uiu
IPaHTOB M3 TIOCYJNAPCTBEHHBIX, HETOCYJApCTBEHHBIX U
MEXAyHapoIHbIX (GoHIoB. K coxaneHuto, pbIHOK TaKuX
3aka30oB B Poccuu kpaiiHe orpaHuyeH. MHorue Mexny-
HapojHble (OH/BI OBUIM BBIHYKAEHBI IPEKPATUTh CBOIO
JIesATeNbHOCTh Ha Teppuropun Poccuu B Hadase BTOPOro
necstmiietnst XXI Beka. Heckonbko MacTaOHBIX MPOEK-
TOoB 1o u3yueHuto MM, npodunancupoBanubix [Ipe3u-
nenrom P® u Poccuiickum reorpadudeckum 00IIECTBOM,
K COXKaJICHUIO, HE yIy4YlIMIU CUTyaluo. B nopasistomem
OOJIBIIIMHCTBE COBpPeMEHHbIC uccienoBanuss MM B Poc-
CUH BEIYTCS B BHJIE KPATKOCPOUHBIX NMPOEKTOB WM MPO-
rpaMM C KpaifHe orpaHn4eHHbIM (puHaHcupoBanueMm. OHU
B KaKOM-TO M€pe M03BOJISIOT OCYLLECTBIIATH [10JIEBBIC HA-

“Marine Mammal Council” did not have any relation
to the Commission and was an independent non-
governmental public organization. Yablokov was able
to involve the International Fund for Animal Welfare
(IFAW) to assist Russian scientists and to support
the Council to conduct the first round of independent
funding of projects. Many marine mammal
researchers received for the first-time scientific grants
to analyze data collected in the Soviet era and to
prepare publications. This support gave new hope
for a better future and provided an example of how
marine mammal work could be funded other than by
the government. During the 1990s many foundations
began to operate in Russia (IFAW, World Wildlife
Fund, Soros fund, and others); they supported various
projects, some of which included studies on marine
mammals. Studies on a wide range of species, such
as beluga, Steller sea lion, walrus, northern fur seal,
Caspian seal, gray and humpback whales began to
receive support from government and non-government
foundations from the USA, Norway, Japan and other
countries as a part of joint international programs
and intergovernmental agreements. The joint effort
of marine scientists through the Council and support
by different foundations to some degree softened
the shock of the transition from the Soviet Union
to modern Russia and showed an alternative way
to organize work and fund research. This was very
important to save marine mammal science in Russia.
And without a doubt, a big role in that transition is
because of Prof. A.V. Yablokov.

What are the characteristics of present day marine
mammal studies in Russia? First, there has been a
continuous decline in the baseline of state funding
of research and the disappearance of specialized
government departments responsible for the
protection and management of marine mammals,
likely resulting from numerous reorganizations in
the administration. During the 30 years since the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the number of research
groups and laboratories is continuing to decline,
along with smaller scale and intensity of studies in
fisheries and academic institutes. Low salaries forced
scientists to find additional income, and after finding
better jobs many of them never came back to marine
mammal research. Scientists were trying, and still try,
to obtain funding from state, fishery and petroleum
resources industries, as well as international funds.
Unfortunately, the market for such marine mammal
projects in Russia is very limited. Many international
foundations were forced to stop their work in Russia
soon after 2010. A few large-scale marine mammal
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BypkaHoB. M3yyeHue MopcKux miexkonumarowux e Poccuu: npowrnoe, Hacmosiwee, bydyuiee

OiroseH s, HO HE CO3/Ial0T MOCTOSTHHBIE pabodune MecTa
HE CTUMYJIHMPYIOT MOBBIIIICHUE YPOBHS U PAa3BUTHS HCCIIE-
noBaHKi. Hanbornee ycriemHbie TpOEKThI, pe3yibTaThl KOTO-
PBIX TIPEICTABICHBI B BU/IE MHOTOUNCIICHHBIX JIOKJIA/IOB Ha
koH(pepeHmax «Mopckue wmiexonmTaromme [omapkTu-
KI» ¥ OITyOJIMKOBAHBI B HAYYHBIX N3IaHHSX, OBUTH BBITION-
HEHBI 32 CYET HETOCYAapPCTBEHHOTO MIIM MEXyHAPOIHOTO
¢unarcupoBanus. CymectBoBammie Bo Bpemena CCCP
KPYMHBIE TEHTPBI n3ydeHust MM B pbI0OOX03sIHCTBEHHBIX
MHCTHUTYTaX, B KOTOPBIX PadOTalIl H3BECTHBIE BCEMY MUY
HCCIIEZIOBATENH, OKa3aJIMCh 3aKpPBITHI, Pac()OPMUPOBAHBI
WIN BJadaT jkajkoe cymiectBoBanue. CoxpaHHUBIIMECS
JI0 CHX TIOp JIAOOpaTOpPUX WJIM OT/EIBI, B KOTOPBIX paHee
pabotano no 20 n Oojee HAyIHBIX COTPYAHHUKOB, ceifuac
cocTosT U3 1-3 4enoBek, (aMUINU KOTOPBIX, 332 PEAKHM
HCKITIOUCHNEM, MAJION3BECTHEI 1axke B Poccun. 3a mocnen-
HHE TPUALATH JeT B Poccuy He OSIBUIIOCH HY OJTHOH 1a00-
paropuu 1o n3ydeHnto MM ¢ BBICOKMM MEXTyHapOIHBIM
peiituaroM. He cymectByer 6osbie B Poccnn cnenmanu-
3UPOBAHHBIX MHCIIEKIMH WM CITy’KO, €XeIHEeBHBIC 00s-
3aHHOCTH KOTOPBIX 3aKITIOYAINCH OBl B IPOBEACHUH padoT
110 MOHUTOPUHTY U oxpaHe MM. He coxpanuiocek HU 0f1-
HOH KOHTPOJIbHO-HAOMIONATENFHON CTAaHIIMU IIH ITyHKTa
o oxpane MM. 1 BMecTO HUX HE MOSBUIIOCH KAKOH-THOO
JPYTOH TOCYIapCTBEHHOW CITYXKOBI, [IEJICHAMPABICHHO U
3¢ PEKTUBHO 3aHUMAIOIIEHCS YITPABICHUEM U COXPAaHECHH-
eM MM. Co3nannas Bo Bpemena CCCP cucrema uzyuenus,
MOHHUTOPHHTA U oxpaHsl MM mepecrana cymecTBOBaTh.
Mopckue MIIEKOIUTAIOIINE SBIISIOTCS YaCThIO )KHBOTHOTO
mupa Poccnn, 1 nx oxpaHa cerofHs BO3JIOKEHA Ha pa3iiny-
HBIC TOCYAApPCTBEHHBIC CITy>KOBI, B 00I3aHHOCTH KOTOPBIX
BXOIWT Macca APYTuX, Kak MpaBuilo, 0ojee «BaKHBIX» 3a-
nad. [Tostomy haktuaeckn oxpana MM B Poccuu B HacTo-
sAlIee BpeMs SABISIETCS B OOJIBIICH CTETIeHH HOMUHAIBHOM.
BwMmecTe ¢ cue3HOBEHHEM TOCYIAapPCTBEHHOIN CUCTEMBI M3-
yUeHHsI, MOHUTOPHUHTA U oXpaHel MM mncuesnu n mecra
MOCTOSTHHOW PadOThI Il OMOJIOTOB, TOTOBBIX MTOCBATHTH
CBOIO JKM3Hb padOTe C 3TUMH KMBOTHBIMH. COBEpIICHHO
He pa3paboTaHa M 3aKOHOJATENbHAs 0a3a M0 YIPaBICHUIO
n coxpaHeHuto MM. EAMHCTBEHHBIM crielMaIbHBIM J0-
KyMEHTOM, PErIaMEHTHPYIOUIMM B3aWMOOTHOIICHHS de-
noseka 1 MM B Poccum, snsuucek «IlpaBuna oxpaHsl U
MPOMBICJIA MOPCKHX MJICKOTIUTAIOUINX», pa3paboTaHHbIC
U YTBEP)KACHHBIC €Ile B MPOIIIOM Beke (OTMEHEHBHI Ha
MOMEHT ITyOJIMKaIiK 3TOH cTarhy). PaKTUYECKN 3a TOJIbI,
npowenmue nocie pacrnaga CCCP, y poccuiickoro rocy-
JlapcTBa MCYe3ya MOTPEOHOCTh B M3YUCHHH, COXPAHEHUN
u ynpasnenud MM. B nacrosiiiee BpeMsi 3TUMHU BOIIPO-
camH B OOJBIIEH CTETIEHH 3aHUMAIOTCS OT/ICJIBHBIE TPYII-
IIBI HCCIIE/IOBATEINEH MIIN SHTY3HACTHI, 00BETMHNBIINECS B
He(opMaTbHbIE HAYYHO-HCCIIEA0BATEIHCKIE KOJUICKTHBEI,
KIyOBl MM 0OIIEecTBa MO 3aIIUTE MOPCKUX XMBOTHBIX.

projects funded by the President of Russia and the
Russian Geographical Society did not improve the
situation. Most current marine mammal projects
in Russia are conducted only as short-term studies
with limited funding. These limited studies provide
some field work to continue but could not support
permanent scientific positions or do not stimulate
the development and improvement of the research
level. The most successful projects that have been
presented at the Marine Mammals of the Holarctic
conferences and published in scientific journals have
non-governmental or international funding.

The science system created during the time of the
Soviet Union to study, manage and protect marine
mammals no longer exists. During the last 30
years there have been no new laboratories of the
international level in Russia nor have there been any
specialized government departments dedicated to
marine mammal management and protection. The
large centers to study marine mammals that existed
during the USSR inside the fisheries institutes, and
where many world-famous marine mammal scientists
worked, are now closed, restructured and leading a
poor existence. Existing laboratories that once had
20 and more permanent staff now have 1-3 scientist,
who’s names (with a small exception) are largely
unknown even inside Russia. There is not a single
specialized inspection office which has responsibility
to monitor and protect marine mammals anywhere in
Russia. None of the observing stations have survived.
Marine mammals are part of the Russian fauna and
their protection is spread over different departments
with responsibilities for wildlife protection; these
agencies typically have “more important” tasks than
to protect marine mammals. Based on these facts
marine mammal protection in Russia at this time
is purely nominal. Together with the State system
of studies, management and protection of marine
mammals, permanent positions for biologist ready
to dedicate their life to work with these animals
has also disappeared. Currently there is no even a
single developed legislative framework for marine
mammals. The only legislative document that governs
all activities between marine mammals and humans
is “The Rules on protection and hunting of marine
mammals” that was developed and approved during
the last century; ‘The Rules’ have been canceled at
the time this article was published. Overall, in the 30
years that has passed after the collapse of the USSR,
the Russian government lost the need to study, protect
and manage marine mammals.

Mopckue mnekonutatowwme Nonapkrmkn. 2020. Tom 2. 21



Burkanov. Marine mammal science in Russia: Past, Present and Future

Hepenko nmuaepamu 3THX TPYII SIBISFOTCS JTaXKe HE CIICIH-
aIICTBI-Ononory. YacTo MM He XBaTaeT 3HAHWH U OIbITa, HO
Orraromapst cBOe#H BEICOKOI HPaBCTBEHHOH M TPasKIAHCKOU TTO-
3UIIMY UMEHHO OHH SIBJISIIOTCS Ce€4ac OCHOBHOM CUIIOH, MpH-
BJICKAOIICH BHUMaHKE K MPOOIeMaM M3y4eHHs], yIPaBICHHs
u oxpaasl MM B Poccru. Ho kak ObI HE OBIT BBICOK JHTY3H-
a3M OTJICIBHBIX HCCIIEZIOBAaTENeH 1 3alMTHIKOB MM, OH He
MOXKET 3aMEHUTh CHCTEMY PErYISIpPHOTO TOCYJapCTBEHHOTO
(brHAHCHPOBAHUS HAYIHBIX UCCIIEOBAHMI W XOPOIIO MPOy-
MaHHYIO CTPYKTYPY COXpPaHEHHS M YNpPABICHUS pecypcamu
MM. Ve ceiidac B cTpaHe 00pa30Bacs Cephe3HBIN ICPUITHT
KBWIN(UIMPOBAHHBIX KaJpOB MOPCKHX TepHomnoroB. Ecim
paboure MecTa TSl TAKUX CHELMATINCTOB HE OyIyT CO3/1aHBI
B HCCIIEZIOBATEILCKIX HMHCTHTYTaX (PhIOOXO3SHCTBEHHBIX,
axazemudecknx HUY, yamBepcuTerax) n rocyaapcTBEHHBIX
opranax ympasienust (Pocpsidonoserso, Pocriprponnanzop,
TIOTpaHUIHAsI CITYXKO0a ¥ JAp. ), TO STOT AeHUIIUT 1 KPU3HC U3Y-
YeHHsl, COXpaHEHUs U yrpaBiienust pecypcamu MM B Pocenn

Oymet yrryOmsThesl.

B nocnemnue romel coeit xuszHu A.B. SI0moxoB cBommm
CTarbsIMU M BBICTYIUICHUSIMU CTapaCsl TIPUBJICUb BHUMaHHUE
K mpoOieMe Jerpajalii aHTPOHoC(ephbl IUIAHSThI 3eMJIs
n ObICTpOil yTpare OuopazHooOpaszus. Mup Haxomurcs: Ha
IPaHU CTPEMUTENBHO PACTYILETO SKOJIOTMYECKOro KpU3Hca.
B mopsix, Haxonsmmmxcst 1oz ropucukimend Poceun, odura-
er cBbliie 1/3 BuoB MupoBoit (¢ayrnsl MM, Gosiee 1oI0BU-
HBI U3 KOTOPBIX SIBJSIOTCSI PEIKUMHU WM CHIDKAIOIIUMUCS B
yucaeHHOCTH. [1o 3Tol npuurHe CyleCcTBYIOLIEE MOJIOKEHNE
C U3y4YeHUeM U ynpasieHueM nomyisuussmu MM B Pocecnn
HENB3sl cuuTarh OnmarornonydHbiM. HeoOxommumo mpussiTHe
CPOYHBIX Mep MO BOCCTAHOBJICHHIO CHCTEMarHyeckoro (u-
HAHCHUPOBAHUSI UCCIIEIOBAHUM, CO3/IaHUs CTIENUATM3UPOBAH-
HBIX TOCYQPCTBEHHBIX CITy>KO HaOmoneHust U oxpansl MM n
pa3paboTKa 3aKOHOZATENbCTBA. B MPOTHBHOM Citydae yxe B
HeJIaJleKoM Oy/IyIeM BCie 3a MOPCKoil kopoBoi Creruiepa
(hayna Poccru 0e3B03BPaTHO MOTEPSIET CIIE LEIIbII PSIZl BUIOB
KPYIHBIX MIICKOITUTAIOLINX.

At present this task is carried out by separate groups
of researchers or conservationists who form informal
scientific teams, clubs, or societies to study and protect
marine mammals because they simply cannot stand
aside while seeing how much attention and protections
these animals require. Frequently, these groups are led
by non-biologists. While they often lack the needed
knowledge and experience, they have been the driving
force to attract attention to current problems regarding
the study and protection of marine mammals in Russia.
But no matter how high the enthusiasm of the small
research teams and advocates of marine mammals,
it cannot replace the system of regular government
funding for scientific research and a well-thought
specialized government bodies. Right now, Russia has
a real deficit of qualified marine mammal specialists.
If jobs for them are not created in research institutes
(fisheries, academic universities, etc.) and government
Agencies (Rosrybolovstvo, Rosprirodnadzor, Border
guard biological resources service, etc.), then this deficit
and crisis will deepen.

The last years of his life Prof. A.V. Yablokov did
and wrote a lot to draw attention to the problem of
degradation of the anthroposphere of the planet Earth.
It is accelerating at an alarming rate in all countries
and the world’s oceans. The world is on the brink of a
rapidly growing environmental crisis. In the seas under
the jurisdiction of Russia live more than 1/3 of world’s
species of marine mammal, more than half of which
are rare or declining in abundance. For this reason,
the current situation with the study and management
of marine mammals in Russia cannot be considered
acceptable. It is necessary to take urgent measures, or
soon, following the Steller sea cow, the fauna of Russia
will irrevocably lose a number of other marine mammal
species.
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