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   DRAFT

Second Central Asian Forum -
Regional Cooperation to Foster Low Emissions and Climate Resilient
Development in Central Asia 

Background and rationale:
· The countries of Central Asia are already experiencing the impact of climate change and this impact will increase. The environment, infrastructure, and the economy are facing direct biophysical and, accordingly, socio-economic risks associated with climate change. The impact of climate change is exacerbated by pre-existing threats such as water scarcity, loss of biodiversity, land degradation and unsustainable use of natural resources. This is especially true for the agriculture, forestry, and other land use sector (AFOLU). 
· The Paris Agreement establishes a global framework to prevent the danger of climate change by limiting global warming to well below 2°C and continuing efforts to limit it to 1.5°C, and to strengthen the ability of countries to deal with the effects of climate change and support their efforts on adaptation. 
· Global climate change mitigation policies will have a major impact on economies and societies in Central Asia as major trading partners (e.g., the EU, US, and China) are advancing measures to decarbonize energy production, industry, transport and housing and transforming their consumption patterns primary resources and consumer goods. The extent of this impact on Central Asia will vary from country to country, but the effects will be felt across the board, as virtually all major sectors experience inefficient use of resources, leading not only to lost profits for companies and the economy as a whole, but also to a loss of competitiveness at the global level due to non-compliance with the new requirements of low-carbon development.
· In response to these climate threats and transformational risks, the countries of Central Asia are committing themselves to achieving their own goals under the Paris Agreement and are looking for ways to develop their economies in response to climate change impacts and mitigation requirements. There is growing evidence of the close relationship between adaptation measures and measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and its mutually reinforcing or negative impact, which shows the need to consider sustainable development as the main context for climate policy, taking into account possible synergies and trade-offs in various sectors of the economy when climate action planning.
· The benefits and the need for even more regional cooperation in Central Asia are becoming increasingly clear. Regional cooperation in the field of production and trade in electricity will help stabilize energy supply, reduce transition risks and reduce the costs of transition to a low-carbon economy. Transboundary cooperation and more systemic approaches to managing natural resources (e.g., water, biodiversity, protected areas or watersheds) and cooperation in climate action are essential. 
· Vulnerability to the impacts of climate change and looming risks in the Central Asian region make partnership and cooperation to achieve common goals extremely relevant. The exchange of knowledge, experience, and best practices between representatives of business, government and the civil sector will serve as a starting point for joint actions in the region.   
Expected results:
The purpose of the conference is to support the countries of Central Asia in the exchange of views, experiences and lessons learned in the field of climate action for cooperation in order to ensure low-carbon development of the region, taking into account the impact of climate change. Particular attention will be paid to the approaches, methods and tools used to support long-term planning and decision-making in countries, as well as to support multi-stakeholder dialogue at the regional level to achieve consensus in the search for development paths. In addition, sessions will be organized to discuss the role of specific sectors in transition processes, as well as the importance of regional cooperation and networking in Central Asia.
During the exchange of views, participants will have the opportunity to:
· better understand how governments, civil society and private organizations in Central Asia can best strengthen their joint efforts when it comes to moving towards low-carbon development in the region considering climate risks
· exchange experiences of transition processes in different countries and discuss further actions in the field of climate change mitigation and adaptation
· discuss the benefits and opportunities for enhancing intersectoral and cross-border cooperation on climate action
· facilitate regional exchange, taking into account the diversity of points of view of governments, private sector organizations and civil society to jointly address climate change issues.
Agenda

	Date
	November 24-25, 2022 
	

	Location
	Swissotel Wellness Resort Alatau Almaty, Almaty, Kazakhstan
	

	
	Thursday, November 24, 2022 
	

	09:00 - 09:30
	Registration, coffee
	

	
09:30 - 10:00
	Welcoming (5 minutes)
The host opens the ceremony and gives the floor for a welcoming speech:
· Serikkali Brekeshev, Minister of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources, Kazakhstan (online)
· Monica Iwersen - Ambassador of Germany to Kazakhstan (after agreement with Ms. Ivers-Kestutis Jankauskas, EU Ambassador to Kazakhstan)
· Yerbolat Dossayev, Akim of Almaty city (TBC)TBC)

	

	
10:00 - 11.15
	Plenary session: Regional cooperation for low-carbon development, considering the impact of climate change in Central Asia
	

	
	Moderator: Aigul Solovyova, AEOK Chairman of the Board
Introduction (5 min): Johannes Schumann, GIZ; Project Director, Support of Green Economy in Kazakhstan and Central Asia for a low-carbon economic development 
Speakers:
· Soumyadeep Banergi, Regional Specialist in Migration and Ecology IOM Regional Office, Austria (online);
· Charyyar Chetiev, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Environmental Protection of Turkmenistan (TBC)
· Zulfiya Suleimenova, Vice-Minister of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources, Kazakhstan (TBC)
· Abzal Abdikarimov, Vice-Minister of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan (online);
· Nasikhat Djergalbekova – Head of the Department for International Coopertaion, Uzbekistan
· Yuri Fenopetov, Deputy Head of the OSCE Program Office in Astana (online)
· Maksudjon Safarov, World Bank, Senior Energy Expert
· Peline Atamer, OECD Sustainable Infrastructure for Low-Carbon Development in Central Asia (online)

Key questions: 
· How do global climate change mitigation policies affect your economies?
· How could your country strengthen its decarbonization and climate resilience efforts?
· How do you integrate climate risks and adaptation into development planning? What political documents does your country have to ensure such integration?
· Which lessons from your country related to policy dialogue and consensus-building for low carbon development can you share?
· What dialogue with stakeholders have you developed to ensure a just transition to a greener economy?
· Where is regional cooperation most needed and why?  

At this session, speakers from the CA countries will discuss ways to transform their economies and societies towards low emission and climate resilience development. They will talk about the impact on their countries of both the effects of climate change and global policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Speakers will present the efforts made to support such transformations and the challenges they face. In addition, speakers will share their countries' successful experiences in engaging with the public and building national consensus on ways to achieve low-carbon, climate-sensitive development. They will also be invited to discuss the benefits of regional cooperation for climate action, including attracting investment.
Questions from the audience at the end, 10 min

	

	11:15 - 11:30
	Coffee-break
	

	
11:30 - 13:00 

	Plenary session: Strengthening financing and creating incentives for low-carbon development, considering the impact of climate change in different sectors of economy
	

	
	Moderator: Eldos Abakanov  Deputy of the Majilis of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Introduction (5 min): Lars Handrich, DiwEcon 
Speakers:
· Zsuzsanna Hargitai Managing Director for the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
· Carrasco Bruno, Director General, Sustainable development and climate change Department, Asian Development Bank (online)
· Aidar Kazybayev, General Director of the Green Finance Center of “Astana” International Financial Center;
· Rafika Mussoyeva, Chairman of the Energy Association of Tajikistan
· Asset Nauryzbayev,  Member of the Public Council of Almaty
· Darya Goncharova, Chief Sustainability Officer JSC Polymetal, Kazakhstan


Key questions:
· How does climate change affect your sectors in terms of physical and transformational risks?
· What are the key changes in infrastructure and technology needed to move towards carbon neutrality in your country?
· How can be climate resilience improved in your sector?
· What potential do you see for attracting investment in support of low-carbon development, considering climate risks for your country and the Central Asian region?
· What financing concepts at the national level, including changing tariff systems, are currently being considered in your countries?
· What are the existing bottlenecks that need to be addressed in order to mobilize more climate finance for the sectors?
· 
This session will highlight the need to create incentives to support the transformation of the economies of Central Asia towards low emissions and climate change impacts. 
Questions from the audience at the end, 10 min

	

	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch break
	

	
	
	

	14:00 - 15:30
	Plenary Session: Climate action and regional cooperation in the agriculture, forestry and other land use (AFOLU) sector in Central Asia
	

	
	Moderator: Philipp Reichmuth

Introduction: the importance of the AFOLU sector for achieving climate goals and building resilience to climate change, as well as examples of ongoing regional cooperation, Keynote: Sergey Makarov GIZ

Speakers:
· Aizhan Skakova - Deputy of the Majilis of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan
· Faraj El-Awar, Senior Land and Water Specialist, FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia (online)
· Takayoshi Kato, OECD Nexus (online)
· Talgat Kerteshev, coordinator of UNDP project on biodiversity (online)
· Orifjan Namozov, Deputy Director for Strategic Planning, Programming and Analysis, International Strategic Center for Agri-food Development under Ministry of Agriculture, Uzbekistan;
· Akzan Shiranov - Chairman of the ICSD Advisory Council  (online)
·   (virtual participation) 
· Bulat Yessekin, international expert, coordinator of the regional network on water issues and climate change in Central Asia “A practical mechanism for the conservation of natural ecosystems and investments in nature”
· Yuriy Skochilov, coordinator of the Tajik Network for Sustainable Land Management SLM TJ and Director of the Youth Environmental Center

Key questions:
· We know that the AFOLU sector is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change (e.g., water scarcity, land degradation, drought, forest fires). What measures are public and private institutions taking to adapt these sectors to the risks of climate change and strengthen their adaptive capacity?
· Focusing on adaptation and building resilience to the impacts of climate change, what opportunities do you see in the AFOLU sector?
· What specific areas of regional cooperation in the field of AFOLU are needed in Central Asia, considering climate resilience?
· What regional actions are needed to further strengthen the contribution of the AFOLU sector to the achievement of national climate goals?
In this session, speakers will focus on the importance of the AFOLU sector in terms of contributing to low-carbon and sustainable development to climate change impacts in Central Asia. While the AFOLU sector is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, it also offers significant opportunities to support adaptation for climate change mitigation.
	

	15:30 - 16:00
	Coffee-break
	

	16:00 - 16:30
	Closing plenary session
· Report of moderators and speakers
· Formulation and proclamation of the forum resolution 
	

	18:30 - 21:00
	Gala Dinner
	

	

	Friday, November 25, 2022 
	

	Technical Workshops
	

	09:00 - 10:30
	Plenary Session: Strengthening Regional Expert Networks as a Key Stakeholder in achieving low-carbon development, considering the impacts of climate change in Central Asia

Moderator: Philipp Reichmuth

Format: Interactive session with brief inputs, active discussion amongst speakers and audience.

Speakers:
· Kenshimov Amirkhan, Chief Specialist of the Executive Directorate of the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea, scientist “Experience and opportunities for cooperation of the expert community in matters of transboundary regulation in Central Asia.” 
· Dmitry Kalmykov, Director, Ecomuseum, Kazakhstan
· Jyrgal Kozhomberdiev, GREEN CA project coordinator, CAMP Alatoo
· Svetlana Mogilyuk, Coordinator of the Climate Coalition of Central Asian CSOs, Kazakhstan
· Ilgiz Kambarov, Director, Green Alliance of Kyrgyzstan
· Malika Abdusamieva, Climate expert, Association of Women Society

Key questions for interactive discussion:
· Which activities of (regional) expert networks work well and what opportunities do such exchanges offer in terms of regional development pathways for climate change and reducing greenhouse gas emissions?
· What are the main challenges regional expert networks face in maintaining collaboration and interaction?
· How can we best solve these problems, what needs to be done to strengthen the cooperation of regional expert networks?
	

	10:30 - 10:50
	Coffee-break 
	

	10:50 - 12:20
	Session on long-term strategies: lessons learned in shifting towards low-carbon and climate resilient development planning and brainstorming on possible next steps and cooperation

Moderator: Philipp Reichmuth
Format: Key note speeches followed up by group discussions
Speakers:
· Lars Handrich, DiwEcon
· Darkhan Kurmanbayev, Deputy Chairman of the Board of JSC Institute of Electric Power and Power Supply Development

Interactive group discussions.

	

	12:20 - 13:30
	Lunch time
	

	13:30 - 14:30
	Regional workshops
Moderator: Kairat Yegezhanov GIZ will present the main events and topics on resource efficiency and land use
Format: Experts present their results obtained in collaboration with GIZ projects. Representatives of the Central Asian countries receive information from the speakers, ask questions and participate in the discussion, provide feedback and suggestions for further development of the results.
Speakers and topics:
· Tahmina Sayfulloeva -Climate Expert Tool trainer (online)
· Kakhramon Djumaboev - Researcher at IWMI, Geographic Information Systems in Water Resources Management 
· Igor Klein, researcher at German Aerospace Center (DLR) Geographic information systems in territorial planning (online)
· Discussion 
Key questions for discussion:
· What measures are used to prepare businesses for climate resilience and adapt their businesses to climate change?
· What are the best methods for monitoring and analyzing water resources at the basin or farm level?
· To what extent are GIS-based solutions and satellite data used in decision-making in a particular sector? 
	

	14:30 - 15:00
	Forum closure: AEOK
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